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ABSTRACT 

 

INA FATMAHANA: The Comparative Study of Students’ Vocabulary 

Achievement With Using Cartoon and Picture Book Story 

at Fifth Grade of SDN 3 Ancaran  

 

Cartoon and picture book story are the one of many media in a teaching 

especially in teaching of vocabulary. By learning vocabulary the students will be able 

to communicate in English and its very essential to improve the four language skills, 

but in fact they still have many problems about that. Most of the students are 

meaningless of vocabulary. 

 

The aim in this research is to know the students’ vocabulary achievement 

becomes more understand about vocabulary, besides that this aims also to know the 

positive and significant comparison between the students’ vocabulary achievement at 

fifth grade of SDN 3 Ancaran. 

 

In this research, the method which is used by researcher is quantitative 

method. The one types of quantitative method is experimental research, so the 

researcher uses that. The place of the research in SDN 3 Ancaran and began to do 

research on may-july 2012. And the population of the students, researcher take all of 

number at fifth grade, there are 40 students and the sample also take all of them from 

two classes, it means the researcher divides the class of 5A and 5B. To know the 

students’ achievement, researcher presented the test to the students, there are pre-test 

and post-test. To find out the data of the result of test on vocabulary, the researcher 

use the formula of t test and the hypothesis of this research is Ha it means the 

hypothesis is accepted. 

 

The result of comparison between the students’ vocabulary achievement with 

using cartoon and picture book story is using pre-test and post-test, the score are 114 

and 187 by using cartoon, while the score of pre-test and post-test by picture book 

story is 95 and 151. And the value of normality test obtain either at the Saphiro Wilks 

x1 and x2 variable (Sig. 0.312 and 0.150) and (Sig.0.126 and 0.035) all>0.05, it 

means are normal distributed homogeneous is 0.120>0.05 it means the data 

distributed homogeneous. And the value of DF= N-2= 40-2= 38 it means the value of 

t test is 2.35 and t table at the critical value of 5% is 2.02, it means that the value of t test 

is bigger than t table. So there is significant comparison between the students’ 

vocabulary achievement with using cartoon and picture book story at fifth grade of 

SDN 3 Ancaran. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of The Problem 

Language is significant since it means of communication. Through 

language, people tell the stories. Share ideas, give information, and so forth.  

Brown (2000:3) stated that language is a system of arbitrary 

conventionalized vocal, written or gestures symbols that enable members of a 

given community to communicate intelligibly with one another. It’s clearly that 

language is used to communicate with each other; a person without having 

language is possible to make interaction with others. Based on statement above 

that function of language is for communication which is used by people in the 

world. 

Talking about language, English is one of international languages which is 

used throughout the world and also English is used in many fields of life such as: 

in politics, economics, social, education. Therefore, English as a language in 

international communication is clearly needed by many learners to deliver 

thought and interact in a variety of situation. 

English is one of the foreign languages for Indonesian students. In 

Indonesia, English is one of compulsory subject which are taught in 

kindergartens, elementary school, junior high school, senior high school and 

university level. 



 

 

Teaching English in Elementary school has been accepted in Indonesia 

lines with the governments plan on the nine years basic education in Elementary 

school, English is to be taught as one of the local content. 

Teaching English involves of four language skills, they are listening, 

reading, writing and speaking. In teaching and learning English there are four 

aspects that support four language skills, such as: grammar, vocabulary, spelling, 

and pronunciation. Those are also taught in learning English process. The 

students of elementary school just learn English in the simple pattern 

(vocabulary) since they learn it for the first time. 

According to Schmitt (2010:4) that one thing that all of the partners 

involves in learning process (students, teacher, material writers and researcher) 

can agree upon is that learning vocabulary is an essential part of mastering 

second language. 

Wendy (1990:77) stated that vocabulary is one of component of language, 

vocabulary can also be built up by collecting related words. 

 The words are the tools used access our background knowledge, express 

ideas and learn new concept. Based on Jarnicki (2005:6) vocabulary is all the 

words you know, make up your vocabulary.  

By learning vocabulary, learners will be able to communicate in English 

and its very essential to improve the four language skills that are very useful in 

conducting communication and studying other language. The bigger your 



 

 

vocabulary, the more words you know and more fun you can have speaking, 

reading, writing and listening. 

It means that by having more vocabulary and knowing more words, 

students can speak, read and write better. 

Halimi (1997:14) stated that teacher must create a classroom atmosphere, 

that is comfortable for the students and help them learn to high standard. All of 

the teachers thought, plans and actions help create and orderly learning 

environment in which all students feel safe and can be productive. 

It indicates that teacher should be creative to teach in order the students 

feel enjoy learning and will be active. Teaching vocabulary for elementary 

school needs an appropriate method, students know not only the words but also 

the spelling and pronunciation. 

In learning vocabulary, the students may face various problems. For 

instance the students’ problems in SDN 3 Ancaran are: the students are less of 

vocabulary, less of motivation in learning English, difficulties to remember the 

meaning of the words, difficulties to pronounce vocabulary correctly and less of 

tools/ media as a supporting teaching English aids. 

Allen (1983:12) stated that teacher use all three ways to show the meaning 

of vocabulary words: pictures, explanation to the students in own language and 

definition in simple English using vocabulary that the students already know. 



 

 

According to those facts, the researcher thinks that use a media would be 

useful for the students to helpful them get easy learning and the selected of media 

is cartoon.  

Cartoon can be used in teaching learning activity. Cartoon as educational 

media have benefit in the instructional process especially in providing illustration 

to explain/ inform messages or lesson materials. 

The word of cartoon comes from Italian, which means paper. In English, 

cartoons have two meanings: 1. there is an attractive picture and 2. Film made by 

photographing a series of cartoon.  

Sudjana (2009:58) defined cartoon is the picture about human, idea or 

situation that is designed to influent the society. 

Using cartoon can be an alternative solution to handle the problem in 

English learning, the use of cartoon as a medium teaching will be more effective. 

As educational medium, cartoon can attract the students’ attention. So make the 

students motivates to increase n learning English. 

Allen (1983:33-34) defined that pictures for vocabulary teaching come 

from many sources, pictures which have been cut out of magazines and 

newspaper. There are useful, in a books for children have attractive pictures 

which show the meaning of basic words. 

The form of picture in a book are colorful, simple pictures and so fun. 

Usually it combines with the text or we called as picture book story. It means, 



 

 

picture book story is an attractive picture, short story and generally more 

approachable text. 

According to Martin (2008) in his seminar, picture book story is 

combination between pictures and words. Both of these elements work together 

to produce stories with illustration/ pictures. 

The one of characteristic of pictures in a story is extensions of the text. 

From pictures, students can identify what the picture and then they can combine 

the words with the pictures. Words in a story made easy for students understand 

the meaning from it because they can relate the picture with the words besides 

that. So with using picture book story, it would help the children to introduce 

new words. It indicates that children not only listen the story but they can put 

some vocabulary. 

Hadfiled (2008:47) stated that vocabulary can be presented in dialogues 

and reading passages where the new words appear in context and combination 

with other words. It can use a pictures, mime, and real object to introduce and 

explain the meaning of simple concrete noun. 

From above it is clear learning and mastering English is very important in 

order to communicate with foreign people. To have these skills, of course the 

learners should be mastering of vocabulary. Although grammar is important, but 

vocabulary is much more important because the vocabulary is one of components 

of language which are spelling, grammar and phonology. 



 

 

The writer be certain opinion that the use of cartoon and picture book story 

in teaching vocabulary for fifth grade elementary school is very influential, its 

give the students’ condition more enjoy learning but also they still focus to study. 

Besides that, we can introduce for them the material of English lesson is not 

difficult. So it makes the students increase and get the vocabulary easily. 

 

B. Identification of The Problem 

The problem in the research is classified into the following sections: 

1. The field of the research 

The field study of this thesis is vocabulary. 

2. The kinds of the problems 

The rules of language are supposed to be foundation of the language itself. 

As a matter of fact, English language has grammar to make people use it well, 

consist of vocabulary. Especially children in the elementary school, they still of 

vocabulary. 

Explore many problems faced by students in learning English, there are: 

a. The students are less of vocabulary 

b. The students are difficult to remember the meaning of the words. 

c. The students are difficult to pronounce vocabulary correctly. 

d. Teachers are less of the tools/ media as a supporting teaching English aids. 

e. Students are less motivation in learning English. 

 



 

 

3. The main problem 

According to those facts, the researcher can conclude that the main problem 

is using of tools/ media that applied by teacher which is not supported to teach. 

So some students can’t get information about English fluently. 

C. The Limitation of The Problem 

In this research, the researcher will limit the problems as follow: 

1. The teaching of vocabulary at fifth grade of SDN 3 Ancaran will be focused 

on meaning, spelling and pronunciation. 

2. The media which are used in teaching and learning process will be focused on 

using cartoon ad picture book story to increase the students’ vocabulary 

achievement in learning English. 

D. The Questions of The Research 

The question of the research as follow: 

1. How far is the students’ vocabulary achievement with using cartoon? 

2. How far is the students’ vocabulary achievement with using picture book 

story? 

3. Is there any significant and positive comparison between the students’ 

vocabulary achievement with using cartoon and picture book story? 

E. The Aims of The Research  

The aims of the research that will be obtained are as follow: 



 

 

1. To know the students’ vocabulary achievement with using cartoon 

2. To know the students’ vocabulary achievement with using picture book story 

3. To know the significant and positive comparison between the students’ 

vocabulary achievement with using cartoon and picture book story. 

F. The Use of the Research  

The research product is hoped to be able to increase developing of language 

learning, especially in increasing the students’ vocabulary achievement with using 

cartoon and picture book story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 

 

Allen, Virginnia French. 1983. Techniques in Teaching Vocabulary. Newyork: 

Oxford University Press 

 

Ali Al Khulli, Muhamad. 1976. English as a Foreign Language, Linguistic   

Background and Teaching Method. Riyad: Riyad Uni Press 

 

Angkowo Robertus and A. Kosasih. 2007. Optimalisasi Media Pembelajaran. 

PT.Grasindo: Jakarta 

 

Arikunto, Suharsimi. 2006. Prosedur Penelitian Suatu Pendekatan Praktik. PT. 

Rineka Cipta: Jakarta 

 

Azwar, Syaefuddin. 1999. Metode Penelitian. Yogyakarta: Pustaka Pelajar 

 

Brown, J.W, R.B Lewis, F.F Horcleroad. 1983. Audio Visual Instruction 

Technology, Media and Methods. USA: McGrawhill, Inc. 

 

Brown, H Douglass. 2000. Principles of Language Learning and Language 

Teaching. Fourth Edition, USA:Englewood Practice hall, Inc. 

 

Bryant, Sara Cone. 2005. Picture Book Story for Children. London: McGrawHill. 

 

Coy, Gordon Dryden, Jeannete Vos. 2001. Revolution of Learning. Bandung: Kaifa 

 

Fraley, L.F. 2001. Strategic Interdisciplinary Relations Between a Natural Science 

Community and a Psychology Community (pdf). The behavior analysis today 

2 (4):209-324. Retrieved 2008-01-10. 

 

Fraenkel, Jack R., Norman E Wallen and Hellen H. Hyun. 2009. How to Design and 

Evaluate Research in Education. Rev, ed. Newyork: McGrawhill 

 

Glesson, Libby. 2003. Making Picture Books. London McGrawhill. 

 

Grolier Encyclopedia of Knowledge. 1994. USA: Glorier Incorporated Danbury 

Connecticut. 

 

Hackman, Sue. 2008. Teaching Effective Vocabulary. The Department for Children 

School and Families. 

 



 

 

Hadfield Jill and Hadfield Charles. 2008. Introduction to Teaching English. Oxford 

University Press. 

 

Halimi, Silsila. 1997. Becoming a Creative Teacher: Manual for Teaching Englsih 

Indonesian Elementary Students. Jakarta UI: Jakarta. 

 

Harmer, Jeremy. 2001. The Practice of English Language. Third Edition. 

Harlow:Longman 

 

Hornby, A.S. 1995. Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary. London: Oxford 

Progressive Press. 

 

Jarnicki, Harold. 2005. Vocabulary No boring Practice Please. Newyork: Scholastic 

Inc. 

 

Jalongo, Mary Renck. 2004. Young Children and Picture Book. National 

Association for the Education of young Children WashingtonDC. 

 

Nasution, M.A. 2000. Didaktik Asas-asas Mengajar. PT: Bumi Aksara: Jakarta 

 

Purwanto, M. Ngalim. 2010. Prinsip dan Teknik Evaluasi Pengajaran. Rosdakarya: 

Bandung 

 

Schmitt, Norbert. 2010. Researching Vocabulary. Newyork: Palgrave Macmillan. 

 

Scott, Wendy and Yterberg, Elisabeth H. 1977. Teaching English to Children. 

Longman United Kingdom  

 

Sudijono, Anas. 2000. Pengantar Evaluasi Pendidikan. Jakarta: Raja Grafindo 

Persada. 

 

Sudjana, Nana dan Ahmad Rivai. 2009. Media Pengajaran (cetakan kedelapan). 

Bandung: Sinar Baru Algesindo. 

 

Woolf, Nancy J. 2010. Psychology: A Framework for Everyday Thinking. Pearson 

Education Incorporated. 

 

Yellon, Stephen L., Weinstein, Grace W and Weener, Paul D. 1977. A teachers 

World. Psychology in the classroom. Tokyo: Mc Graw-Hill, Inc 

 

Yount, William R. 1996. Created To Learn. Nashville: Broadman & Holman. 

 


