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ABSTRACT

LIA SAGITA :THE CORRELATION BETWEEN STUDENTS’
UNDERSTANDING OF FUNCTION AND CONTENT WORDS
AND THEIR COMPETENCE IN WRITING SIMPLE
PARAGRAPH AT THE SECOND YEAR OF MTSN CIREBON
I

English as communication language learned by more of people in the world.
It roles as sciences of language. Mastering English is an important condition for
individual, so every nation learn English to make a go answering the period challenge
at global level. Learning English requires an attention toward language skill, such as
reading, writing, listening and speaking.

The formulation of the problem in this thesis is divided into four parts
namely, the identification of the problem, the limitation of the problem, the question
of the research, and the aims of the research. In this case, the writer discusses about
the students’ understanding of function and content words and their competence in
writing simple paragraph.

The aims of the research in writing this thesis are as follows: to know the
data of students understanding of function and content words, to know the data of
students competence in writing simple paragraph, to know there is any positive and
significant correlation between the students understanding of function and content
words on their competence in writing simple paragraph.

To know all of the data in this research, the writer has used quantitative
approach. It means that the data which is obtained from the field of the research is
then analyzed statistically by means of using the formulation of Pearson’s correlation
product moment.

The average score of students’ understanding off function and content words
as X variable is 7.23. it means that the students’ understanding of function and
content words can be categorized as “ sufficient”. The average score of the students’
competence in writing simple paragraph as Y variable is 7. It means that the
students’ competence in writing simple paragraph can be categorized is “enough”.
The result of correlation is 0.57. it means that between X variable and Y variable
there is sufficient correlation. In other words, there is positive correlation between the
students’ understanding of function and content words and their competence in
writing simple paragraph.
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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

A. The Background of the Problem

There are many language in the world. Language is the equipment of
communicating for human being that are the same nation or the different nations.
So, it is important to make as communication between nations. One of the

language as communicating in the world is English.

Definition of language are not difficult to find. One of statements about
language, according to John Lyons (1981:8) , ““ Language are systems of symbols

designed, as it were, for the purpose of communication.” There are many language

5 B
)
ol
@)
=
®
T
) =
~
®] U
=l ©
@
o2
=2l
B
= O
= o
=] S
(a —
= >
%
«Ij
=3
= =
32
©
=1
)
=
@)
o
(oF
o)
>

in the world. Because every country has it own language. English is one of that. It
is the most important language because it is an international language used by

people in the world.
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English as communication language learned by more of people in the
world. It roles as sciences of language. Mastering English is an important
condition for individual, so every nation learn English to make a go answering the
periode challenge at global level.Learning English requires an attention toward

language skill, such as reading, writing, listening and speaking. Those are above
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part of mastering English. So, writer makes a point of writing part.
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Jeremi Harmer say (2004:33). Writing is frequently useful as preparation
for some other activity, in particular when students write sentences as a preamble
to discussion activities. Writing is one of important language skill that must be
mastered by the students. Writing help us to organize our idea and clarify
concept.Writing is a method of representing language in visual or tactile form.
Writing systems use sets of symbols to represent the sounds of speech, and may

also have symbols for such things as punctuation and numerals.

Based on the definition above we can draw the conclusion that writing is
a process to thinking to express our ideas, feeling, though to commit ourselves
and record our feeling. The writer considers that it is difficult to make a go to of
learning English without paying attention to this part and makes out the research
in this part is important to do because many of students often do mistakes in

technical writing, especially in writing simple paraghraph.

After we know the definition of writing, secondly, the writer would like
to point out the definition of paragraphs. According to Kathleen (1980:1). “A
paraghraph is composed of a group of sentences expressing one central idea. The
paragraph is a discourse unit that mainly used to deal with the development of
topic. From the topic sentence, the paragraph can move into more specific detail,

through exemplification, expansion or explanation of the topic.

Indonesian students who want to be able to use a foreign language
correctly and appropriately in communication have to master, among things is the

function words. Function words are some of grammar. Function words are
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sometimes called grammatical words. They are also referred to as empty words or

structural words.

According to Hornby (2003:586),” Grammar is the rule in a language for
changing form of words and joining them into sentence. English function words
consists of a great deal of items. One of grammatical items is the preposition.
English has many kinds of preposition, such as the preposition in, on,at, under,

above, below and many other preposition.

In English the use of prepositions is very common both in spoken and in
written language. The students usually face a variety of problems in learning the
preposition, for example, they use a wrong preposition because they do not know
which preposition should be used. They usually translate the English preposition
in, on, at by trying to find the equivalent from the first language, that is indonesia,
so they find the meanigs of the prepositions similar. For example, the preposition

in, on, and at those indicate time that can be translated into “pada”.

Mumu Muzayyin Mag (2006) researched at SMPN 1 Leuwimunding
Majalengka, the title of the research is the correlation between the students’
knowledge of word meaning and the competence on writing english paragraphs at
the second year students of SMPN 1 Leuwimunding Majalengka. After the
research findings have been found out and analyzed, the writer gets a conclusion
that the students’ knowledge of word meaning and their competence on writing
paraghraphs. The result of the students’ knowledge of the word meaning as X

variable is 7.27 and the result of the students’ competence on writing english
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paraghraph as Y variable is 7.55. The result of the coefficient correlation or ryy is
0.53. based on the value of “r”, it can be inferred that there is enough correlation
between the students’ knowledge of word meaning and their competence on

writing paragraphs.

Ubad Badrudin (2004) researched at SLTPN 2 Garawangi Kuningan.
From the research outcome, the average mark of the student’s response in
learning tenses is 23.66. The average mark of the student’s English writing is 23.
There is a significant correlation between the student’s response in learning
tenses and the student’s english writing. The computation of data analysis using

correlation product moment is t counted >t table 1.7 3> 0.347.

Nur Vivi Haefah (2011) researched at SMP Negeri 1 Gabus Wetan
Indramayu and the title is the correlation between students’ mastery of vocabulary
and the students’ ability in writing sentences. The average score of the students’
mastery of vocabulary as X variable is 7. It means that the students’ ability in
writing sentences as Y variable is 8. It means that the students’ ability in writing
sentences can be categorized as “good”. The result of coeficient correlation is
0.66. It means that between X variable and Y variable there is sufficient or

enough correlation.

Neni Marlina (2006) researched at SLTP NU Jatibarang and the title is
the correlation between the application of the lexical approach in teaching writing
and the students’ achievement in writing. From the result of the computation, the

mean score of the students’ response to the application of the lexical approach is
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74.10. it is categorized as "satisfied”. And the mean score of the students’
achievement in writing is 70. It iscategorized as “satisfied”. Meanwhile, the value
of “r” is 0.43 and is 48 with the significance 5% is 3.89. The correlation between
the application of the lexical approach and the students’ achievement in writing at
the second year of the SLTP NU Jatibarang is 0.43. it is categorized as

“sufficient” or “enough”.

Way of teaching items write that very varied and differ strategy, so that
get different result. researcher will use and function of content words to be able to
submit items write. with student know function and content word expected will

make easy student in items of writing.

In reality, the senior high school graduates or the school of the same
levels, even the university graduates, they can be considered as having not been
able to use English whether in a written or in oral language in accordance with its
function namely, as a tool of communication. Such school graduates indicate
surely the unsuccessfulness of the school in the process of teaching and learning
of English. Indeed, such a statement will perhaps insult the school ‘reputation’;
however, on the other hand expressing the truth is a gentle action. The reality like
this should be actually admitted by the school. Sometimes coming up is an effort
to improve the process of teaching and learning of English at schools so that it can
achieve satisfying and successful learning outcomes. Satisfaction and success of
the process of teaching and learning of English can be simply seen from the
students’ learning outcomes especially, in their competence to use English

although in the form of a simple paragraph.
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In the background of the problem, the researcher shows about the
weakness of the students in English learning. They use wrong function words in
writing. Although English has been taught at elementary school, but so far they
still find English difficult and many other problem in learning English. Especially
in learning and understanding about function and content words in writing simple

paraghraph at MTsN Cirebon II.

B. The Identification of the Problem
1. The Field of the Research
The field of the research of this thesis is writing.
2. The Kinds of the Problem

In the kinds of problem, the researcher shows problems in learning English
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generally. Such as, the students don’t understand about tenses, the students
don’t understand function and conten words, the students don’t understand

writing simple paragraph, the students are less mastering vocabularies, and
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many other problem in learning English.

3. The Main of the Problem
In the research only focus on the main of problem about weakness of the
students in understanding function and content words that has correlation with

writing simple paragraph.
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C. The Limitation of the Problem

In this research, the researcher will limit the problem which has
correlation with the title of my researh, “The Correlation Between Students’
Understanding of Function and Content Words and Their Competence in Writing
Simple Paraghraph”. The writer will divide the main problem for the knowledge
of function and content words, function words such as prepositions, conjuntions,
articles, and pronouns and content words such as nouns, adjective, verbs and
adverb. But the writer limit the problem in function words just prepositions and
pronouns and in content words just noun and adjective. For writing the writer will

tries to improve their ability make simple paragraph.

D. The Questions of the Research

1. How is the students understanding of function and content words at the second
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year of Mts Negeri Cirebon 11 ?

2. How is the students competence in writing simple paragraph at the second year
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of Mts Negeri Cirebon 11 ?

3. Is there any positive and correlation of function and content words and their
competence in writing simple paragraph at the second year of Mts Negeri

Cirebon 11 ?

E. The Aims of Research
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1. To know the data of students understanding of function and content words at

the second year of Mts Negeri Cirebon II.
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2. To know the data of students competence in writing simple parahraph at the

second year of Mts Negeri Cirebon 11 .

3. To know if there is any positive and significant correlation of the students
understanding of function and content words and their competence in writing

simple paraghraph at the second year of Mts Negeri Cirebon 11 .

F. The Use of the Research

The research product hoped to be able to increase the developing of
language learning, especially in increasing the students understanding of function
and content words and students competence in writing simple paraghraph.
Understanding of function and content words an important role in learning

English. The students’ understanding of function and content words is then
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developed with their ability in writing all kinds of sentence forms. In this case, the
students will be able to express their ideas, feelings, and thoughts in the form of a

written language.
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