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ABSTRACT  

 
MARIA ALQIBTHIA: The Comparative Study Between Lear ning English 

Vocabulary by Using Word Wall and Guessing Word at 

the First Year Students of SMPN 3 Sumberjaya 

Majalengka. 

 

 Learning English vocabulary is fundamental for the students when they learn 
English as a second language. So, learning English vocabulary needs a good media. It 
can make the students feel enjoy in the process of teaching and learning in the 
classroom. In general the first year students of SMPN 3 Sumberjaya Majalengka not 
all of them are good in vocabulary competence. In other words, the students’ 
vocabulary is lack. Word wall and Guessing word are some of media in teaching and 
learning English vocabulary that can be chosen by the teacher. It is because word wall 
and guessing word are considered as the suitable and interesting media that can be 
applied in this school.  
 The aims of this research are to know the students’ competence in learning 
English vocabulary by using word wall, to know the students’ competence in 
learning English vocabulary by using guessing word and to know the comparative 
study between learning English vocabulary by using word wall and guessing word.  

 The method of the research is using quantitative method. The techniques of 
collecting data are as follows: observation, interview, and test. The data which have 
been obtained are then analyzed by means of using the t-test formulation. 

The result of the research indicates that the writer concludes that the student’ 
competence in learning English vocabulary by using word wall better than using 

guessing word. The mean score of  variable is 84.4. The mean score of  variable 
is 75.8. And there is a significant comparison between learning English vocabulary 
by using word wall and guessing word. According to calculating of t-test is 6.4 and df 
(degree of freedom) is 78, the writer looks the table by those value it is shown 1.99. 
The score of t-test (6.4) is higher than t-table (1.99). Based on the result of the 
research, it is known that learning English vocabulary needs a good media to improve 
the students’ vocabulary competence. So, the students can improve their skill in 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Word wall and guessing word are some of 
good media that can be applied in learning English vocabulary. It also can make the 



process of teaching and learning in the class more interactive and fun. The result of 
the research hypothesis (Ha) is acceptable in this research and the null (Ho) hypothesis 
is rejected, because the observe higher than the critical value or 6.4 > 1.99 or there is 
positive and significant the Comparative Study between Learning English 
Vocabulary by using Word Wall and Guessing Word at the First Year Students of 
SMPN 3 Sumberjaya Majalengka.  
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. The Background of the Problem 

  Any language existing in the world although that language has not been used 

any more by the people in the world such as, Sanskrit and Latin of course will 

consists of four language skills namely, listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 

These four language skills are supposed to be a unity which is one another cannot 

be separated one and another in a language event. However, one of the language 

skills which are very out standing among the other three language skills is 

speaking or oral language. Both oral language and written language of course will 

consist of word or group of words which have a meaning. It is used to express 

someone’s ideas, feelings, and thoughts. To get the word and group of words 

which have a meaning of course there will be the rules of language (grammar). 

But in learning English there is more important thing than grammar namely 

vocabulary. 

 Lynne Cameron (2007:72) Building up a useful vocabularies central to the 
learning of a foreign language at primary level. While opinions differ as to 
how much grammar of the foreign language can be taught, children are clearly 
capable of learning foreign language words through participating in the 
discourse of classroom activities. Vocabulary has moved to centre stage in 
foreign language teaching in recent years, backed by substantial and 
increasing research. Alongside the growing importance of vocabulary, there 
are fascinating and, I suspect, very significant, changes taking place in how 
we think about the relative nature and roles of vocabulary and grammar. 
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 In addition, Thornbury (2004:13) states that ‘Without grammar very little can 
be conveyed.’ This is how the linguist David Wilkins summed up the 
importance of vocabulary learning. His view is echoed in this advice to 
students from a recent course book (Dellar H and Hocking D, Innovations, 
LTP): ‘If you spend most of your time studying grammar, your English will 
not improve very much. You will see most improvement if you learn more 
words and expressions. You can say very little with grammar, but you can say 
almost anything with words!’ 

 
 Based on the statement above, it is exactly known that vocabulary is the most 

important thing in learning English. It is impossible to express our ideas, 

emotions, feelings, and desires without vocabulary. The mastery of vocabulary 

becomes very essential for the students to learn a language as a foreign language. 

Everyone cannot say or write anything without vocabulary. So, they have to learn 

vocabulary as much as possible. There are the definitions of vocabulary: 

 Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary (1995:1331) Vocabulary is 1 (C) the 

total number of words in a language; 2 (C, U) all the words known to a person or 

used in a particular book, subject, etc; 3 (U, C) a list of words with their 

meanings, esp. one that accompanies a textbook (1) in a foreign language. In 

addition vocabulary is the sum of words used by, understood by, or at the 

command of a particular person or group. 

http://www.thefreedictionary.com/vocabulary. Cirebon, 16:57 17 Februari 2012.       

 Based on the definitions above, the important points of vocabulary, that 

vocabulary is all words. Vocabulary is one of the important things in learning 

English. So, we have to know the words as much as possible in order to be able to 

communicate with others well, especially in English.  
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 In general the first year students of SMPN 3 Sumberjaya Majalengka not all 

of them are good in vocabulary competence. In other words, the students’ 

vocabulary competence is lack. They usually make the same spelling mistakes 

over and over again in their writing. In addition, they only look for the meaning 

of the words from the dictionary or wait the meaning of the words from the 

English teacher. So, they become dependent on dictionary and the English 

teacher. The condition should be found out suitable media in Learning English 

Vocabulary in this school. Honestly speaking, there are many media of teaching 

and learning English Vocabulary that can be used by English teachers. Such as, 

flash card, picture dictionary, anagram game, word card, word wall, guessing 

word, and so on. Every media of course has advantages and disadvantages. That 

is why; the English teacher should be wise and skillful to determine the suitable 

and interesting media of teaching and learning English Vocabulary which is 

appropriate with this school and the students’ condition. 

 To know the real process of teaching and learning English in the first year 

students’ of SMPN 3 Sumberjaya Majalengka, the writer has done observation on 

(21 May-21July) by visiting the school and observing directly the process of 

teaching and learning in the classroom. The writer found out the students’ 

vocabulary competence. Most of them are not good in vocabulary competence. 

The writer also found out the books that are used by the students and the teacher. 
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But honestly speaking, the teacher did not use a media in teaching and learning 

English. 

 The observation was carried out on (21 May-21 July). Most of the students of 

SMPN 3 Sumberjaya Majalengka although not all of them are not good enough in 

their vocabulary competence. It is probably because they are not given an 

interesting media in learning English vocabulary by the English teacher. Even 

some students do not have English dictionary. So, they only wait the meaning of 

the words from the English teacher and they forget it the other days. So, they 

cannot improve the four skills namely, listening, speaking, reading and writing. If 

the teacher does not find the new way to teach vocabulary, the students cannot 

learn English well, because learning vocabulary is fundamental. The ability of the 

students to learn English especially to read as well as to comprehend the subject is 

determined by vocabulary competence. This is the definition of competence: 

 Douglas Brown (2007:30-31) Competence refers to one’s underlying 

knowledge of a system, event or fact. In reference to language, competence is 

one’s underlying knowledge of the system of a language – its rules of grammar, 

its vocabulary, and all the pieces of a language and how those pieces fit together.  

 Franken (1982:409) defines that competence is skill, ability, capacity, 

proficiency, or fitness. Based on this definition of competence, the students’ skill 

in vocabulary should be improved with learning it regularly. If the students have 

no or lack of vocabulary, the ability to communicate and to convey their need 
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could not be established. The more words we know, the more we will be able to 

understand what we hear and read, and the better we will be able to say what we 

want to when speaking or writing. And the most important thing is the students 

enjoy in learning English vocabulary by using interesting media or strategy, so 

the students do not feel bored in the process of teaching and learning in the 

classroom. 

The problem solving that’s offered by the writer because of those problems in 

order to make learning vocabulary more meaningful and fun for the students so 

the writer uses approach or interesting median in learning vocabulary by using 

word wall and guessing word. Callella (2001:3) defines that a word wall is an 

organized collection of words in large print and displayed in an area of the 

classroom where it can be easily seen.   

According to Klippel, (1994:13) “The basic rule of Guessing word games is 

eminently simple; one person knows something that another one wants to find 

out”. 

 Based on the statement above, it is becoming the reason for the writer to give 

the title in this thesis namely, “The Comparative Study between Learning 

English Vocabulary by Using Word Wall and Guessing Word at the first 

year students of SMPN 3 Sumberjaya Majalengka.” 
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B. The Identification of the Problem 

  To identify the problem in writing this thesis, the writer has classified it into 

the following parts: 

1. The Research Field 

The research field in writing this thesis is vocabulary, discussing the 

word wall and guessing word as some of media in learning English 

vocabulary in order to improve the students’ vocabulary competence. 

2. The Kinds of Problem 

The kinds of the problem in writing this thesis is discussing the 

students’ vocabulary competence. Because, the students of SMPN 3 

Sumberjaya have difficulties in learning vocabulary. They usually make the 

same spelling mistakes over and over again in their writing. They also only 

find the meaning of the words from the dictionary. So, they are dependent 

upon dictionary and wait the meaning of the words from the English teacher. 

The students cannot learn English vocabulary well. It makes the students do 

not have many vocabularies. The writer wants to know what the method can 

help the students in learning English vocabulary, by using word wall and 

guessing word. 

3. The Main of the Problem 

  The main of the problems in this research is lack of the students’ 

vocabulary competence. Therefore, the writer tries to apply new media by 
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using word wall and guessing word, as the problem solving to solve the 

problem. 

 

C. The Limitation of the Problem 

  In this thesis, the writer has decided to limit the topic in order to avoid a wider 

problem intended in writing this thesis, the writer only discusses  the comparative 

study between learning English vocabulary by using word wall and guessing 

word. 

 

D. The Questions of the Research 

  Based on the reason above, the writer has tried to give class attention to know: 

1. How is the students’ competence in learning English vocabulary by using 

Word Wall? 

2. How is the students’ competence in learning English vocabulary by using 

Guessing Word? 

3. Is there any positive and significant comparative study between learning 

English vocabulary by using Word Wall and Guessing Word? 

 

E. The Aims of the Research 

  Based on the questions of the reason above, the writer has tried to arrange the 

aims of the research as follows: 
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1. To know the students’ competence in learning English vocabulary by using 

Word Wall. 

2. To know the students’ competence in learning English vocabulary by using 

Guessing Word. 

3. To know the positive and significant comparative study between learning 

English vocabulary by using Word Wall and Guessing Word. 

 

F. The Usefulness of the of the Research 

  In writing this thesis, it is hoped that the students can enjoy learning English 

vocabulary by using word wall and guessing word. So, they can improve their 

vocabulary competence. As a result, the students can improve their skills in 

listening, speaking, reading and writing. And the word wall and guessing word as 

some of media in learning English vocabulary can be implicated by the English 

teacher to teach vocabulary because word wall and guessing word are considered 

as the suitable and interesting media that can be applied in this school. 

 

 

  

        



BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
 
Andrew, David and Michael Buckby. 1983. Games for Language Learning. 

University Press: Cambridge. 
 
Arikunto, Suharsimi. 2006. Prosedur Penelitian Suatu Pendekatan Praktik. Jakarta: 

Rineka Cipta. 
 
                     . 2011. Dasar-dasar Evaluasi Pendidikan. Jakarta: Bumi 

Aksara.  
 
Benjamin, Amy and John T. Crow. 2005. Vocabulary at the Center. New York: Eye 

on Education. 
 
Brown, Douglas. 2000. Principles of Language Learning and Teaching. San 

Francisco: State University. 
 
Callella, Trisha. 2001. Making Your Word Wall More Interactive. Huntington Beach, 

CA: Creative Teaching Press. Inc. 
 
Cameron, Lynne. 2001. Teaching Language to Young Learners. University Press: 

Cambridge. 
 
Derosa, Tom. 2008. Ten Cheap Lessons, Easy, Engaging Ideas for Every Secondary 

Classroom. San Francisco California: Creative Commons. 
 
Forney, Melissa. 2005. Primary Pizzazz Writing. Gaines ville: Maupin House 

Publishing, Inc. 
 
Franken, Robert E. 1982. Human Motivation. Brools/Cole Publishing Company: 

California. 
 
Furqon. 2008. Statistika Terapan untuk Penelitian. Bandung: Alfabeta. 
 
Hall, Elizabeth. 1983. Psychology Today an Introduction fifth edition. Random 

Home: New York. 
 
Klippel, Frederike. 1994. Keep Talking. USA: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Kridalaksana, Harimukti. 1993. Pengembangan Ilmu Bahasa dan Pembinaan. 

Jakarta: Nusa Indah. 
 



Krysik, Judy. 2007. Research for Effective Social Work Practice. New York: Mc 
Graw-Hill. 

 
Mas’ud, Fuad. 2005. Essential of English Grammar Third Edition. Yogyakarta: 

Anggota IKAPI. 
 
Mountain, Lee. 2000. How to Lead Beginners into Reading, Writing, and Arithme-

TALK. New Jersey: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. 
 
Patricia, A Richard-Amato. 1988. Making It Happen. New York: Pitman Publishing 

Inc. 
 
Purwanto, Ngalim. 2002. Prinsip dan Teknik Evaluasi Pengajaran. Bandung: PT 

Remaja Rosdakarya. 
 
Riduwan. 2006. Belajar Mudah Penelitian untuk Guru, Karyawan dan Peneliti 

Pemula. Bandung: Alfabeta.  
 
Simpson, Carol. 2000. Daily Writing Prompts. USA: A Good Year Books Tucson. 
 
Span, Mary Beth. 2001. Alphabet File-Folder Word Walls. New York: Scholastic. 

Inc. 
 
Subana, Moersetyo Rahadi, Sudrajat. 2005. Statistik Pendidikan. Jakarta: Pustaka 

Setia 
 
Sudijono, Anas. 1996. Pengantar Evaluasi Pendidikan. Jakarta: Raja Gravindo  

Persada. 
 
Sukardjo, Ukim. 2009. Landasan Pendidikan. Jakarta: PT Raja Grafindo Persada. 
 
Syaodih N. Sukamdinata. 2006. Metode Penelitian Pendidikan. Bandung: PT Remaja 

Rosdakarya. 
 
Thornbury, Scott. 2002. How to Teach Vocabulary. Longman: England. 
 
Wagstaff, Janiel M. 1999. Teaching Reading and Writing with Word Walls. New 

York: Scholastic Professional Books. 
 
Webster, Merriem. 1979. Webster’s Seventh New International Dictionary. USA: 

Merriem Websterinc. 
 
http://www.thefreedictionary.com/vocabulary. Cirebon, 16:57 17 Februari 2012.    



 
http://www.thefreedictionary.com/vocabulary), Cirebon, 20:05, 16 February 2012. 

(http://www.belajarpsikologi.com/pendidikan>TeoriPsikologi), Cirebon, 20:05, 16 

February 2012. 


	PREFACE.pdf
	AUTOBIOGRAPHY.pdf
	ABSTRACT.pdf
	CHAPTER I.pdf
	CHAPTER II.pdf
	CHAPTER III.pdf
	CHAPTER IV.pdf
	CHAPTER V.pdf
	RPP Penelitian.pdf
	Appendix I.pdf
	Appendix 2.pdf

