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ABSTRACT 

 
MUHADIR SALAM : THE INFLUENCE OF THE APPLICATION OF POWER POINT  

ON THE STUDENTS’ COMPETENCE IN SIMPLE PRESENT 

TENSE AT THE SEVENTH YEAR STUDENTS OF SMPN PLUS 

DAARUL SA’ADAH BONGAS INDRAMAYU 
  

The number of a language existing in the world is so many that it is difficult 

to know one by one. And in communication human beings have to use the same 

language or one language in order to be understood by one another. And human 

beings all over the world have committed to use English as a tool of communication 

or among themselves. That is why, they learn English. English has the words 

(vocabulary) and the rules of a language (grammar) which are clearly very different 

from the other languages. One of the rules of a language is tenses. And one of the 

tenses is simple present tense. In this thesis, the writer just concentrated on one tense 

in the process teaching and learning namely, simple present tense by the application 

of PowerPoint to give the basic knowledge of tenses to the students. 
 The aims of the research in writing this thesis are: to find out about the 
students’ response of the application of PowerPoint, to find out about the students’ 
competence in simple present tense, and to find out whether there is any significant 
Influence of using power point application on the students’ competence in using 
simple present tense. 
 The approach of the research in writing this thesis is quantitative approach. It 
means that the data which were obtained from the field of the research were then 
analyzed statistically by means of numbers using Pearson’s product moment 
correlation formulation. 
 The population of the research was all of the students of the seventh year of 
SMPN Plus Daarul Sa’adah Bongas Indramayu, namely 148 students. The writer had 
taken the sample of the research just 25% out of the whole population that was 37 
students that had been taken at random from 3 classes. So, he took 13, 12 and 12 
students from each class. 
 The students’ response of the application of PowerPoint (X variable) was 
61.6. The average score of the students’ learning achievement in using simple present 
tense (Y variable) was 67.2. The formulation of T-Tes correlation indicates that the 
correlation of X variable and Y variable is 0.56. It means that between X variable and 
Y variable there is enough or sufficient correlation. It can also be said that there is 
positive and significant Influence of the application of power point on the students’ 
competence in using simple present tense. And Determination Coefficient shows 
31.36%, while 68.64% is determined by the other factor. It explains that the students’ 
learning achievement in simple present tense by using PowerPoint has contributed to 
the students’ learning achievement in simple present tense. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION  

 

A. The Background of the Problem 

Human beings are supposed to be the perfect God’s creations being 

compared with the others creations of God’s creation, like an animals and 

plantations. In this function human beings become the leaders in this world. 

There are millions of people who live from all corners of the world and come 

from the first human beings namely Adam and Eve. The world is divided into 

five continents. There are; America Continent, Europe Continent, Africa 

Continent, Asia Continent and Australia Continent. And every continent consists 

of several nations which have their own nation and country in which one another 

is different whether seen from the point of the rules of a language. 

In fact, from one country, there is more than one language, even hundreds 

of languages besides its national language, for example, in Indonesia. Indonesian 

nation uses Indonesian as a national language. However, this country has many 

ethnic groups reaching a number of tens of ethnic groups and every ethnic group 

have their own ethnic languages, culture, and religion. So, in that case, people 

especially students who want to study language, have to know first what the 

meaning of a language is. The writer is of the opinion that language is a tool of 

communication which is used by human beings to communicate between human 

beings. With a language people can express what they feel and convey what they 
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want to express. Language is, as a matter of fact, not the only tool of 

communication. But also; gesture, signal and symbol are supposed to a language. 

Language is important to be learned. Any language consists of four 

language skills, there are:  Listening, Speaking, Reading, and writing. Language 

has a set of words and the rules of a language. Such a set of words and rules of a 

language will come up in every language skill. Whoever learns a language 

without exception must learn and master these four language skills. Learning a 

language is actually not only mastering one skill. There are some people 

considering that in learning the other language especially, a foreign language the 

important thing is being able to speak. Their opinions are not so wrong. Now 

ever, such a learning achievement does not describe a proper and accurate 

language. 

Human beings are not only as an individual creature but also as a social 

creature, and so are the nations. There is important communication with the other 

nations. It means that human beings as a social creature are not able to live alone. 

They need communication with the other human beings. Communication of 

human beings in the form of an ethnic group is organized by a country. While, 

communication among the nations, actually, there is an organization which 

organizes that is called the United Nations Organization (UNO), that is located in 

Washington DC. The united stated of America by means of this organization, the 

nations are able to communicate officially one another so that they can cooperate 

together in the field of prosperity, safety, politics, and so forth. In this case, the 



3 
 

role of a language is very important and the only language which is used in such 

a forum is English. 

English is one of the international languages and used by many people in 

the world. English is called as an International language because all nations of 

Non-English native speakers use English as a tool of International 

Communication. Accordingly, English is very important to be learned and 

understood. In this present modern era, the people are faced to modern 

technology, so that there is no choice for them not to communicate with the other 

people all over the world. The use of English has been the needs of the nations in 

order that they are able to communicate or work together without being hesitated 

in communication with the other nations all over the world.  

The Indonesia’s government through The Department of National 

Education has decided English as one of the school subjects that is taught from 

elementary schools to Universities. It indicates that the government very much 

cares about the development of the children of another nation. Actually, English 

must be admitted as the only tool for chasing knowledge and science, whether 

officially by means of educational institutes or unofficially by means of course 

out of educational institutes that are opened for public in the field of trade. For 

example, one of the companies that is located in Cirebon City, say, rattan factory 

then they export their products to the European, Western Countries, or Asian 

Countries of course the language that will be used for trade transaction is English. 

So actually, English is not only needed by the students but also needed by 

International entrepreneurs. But unfortunately, the need for mastering English has 
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not been sensed by the students yet. They only consider English as a school 

subject in their school. 

Actually, the definition of a language needs to be known by the students 

before they learn any language especially, a foreign language, say, English. By 

understanding the definition of a language, they will be more accurate and 

diligent to learn it because they understand about the benefit of a language as a 

tool of communication. Without understanding about the definition of a language, 

they will be lazy to learn language, especially a foreign language.  

According to Kamus Besar Bahasa Indonesia (1990:66) language is: (1) 

The System of articulated sound symbols (that is produced by the organ 

of speech) that is arbitrary and conventional used as a tool of 

communication to express feeling and thought; (2) Words that are used by 

a nation (Tribe, Country, Region, etc); -French; -Baliness; -Torajas; (3) 

Conversation (good words); Politeness; good behavior; good character. 

Mackey (1986:12). Language is a form and not a condition (language may 

be the form and not matter) or sounds arbitrary symbol system, nor a 

system of many systems, a system of an order or an order in these 

systems. Wibowo (2001:3), defines that Language is a system of symbols 

that it has meaning and articulate sound (produced by organ of speech) 

which are arbitrary and conventional, it is used as a means of 

communicate by a group of human beings to create to feelings and 

thinking. 

 

According to Oxford advanced learner’s dictionary of current English 

(2003:752) Language is (1) the system of communication in speech and 

writing that is used by people of a particular country.( 2) the use by 

humans of a system of sounds and words to communicate: theories about 

the origins of language. (3) a particular style of speaking or writing: 

bad/foul/strong language (=words that people may consider offensive). 

Literary/poetic language. (4) a way of expressing ideas and feelings using 

movements, symbols and sound: the language of mine, the language of 

dolphins, sign language.(5) a system of symbol or rules that is used to 

operate a computer: a programming language. 

Finegan, Blair and Collins (2000:17) define that (1) Language is an 

arbitrary vocal system used by human beings to communicate with one 

another. Language is a communication system that has work to perform, a 

system that speakers exploit purposefully. Language is used to do things, 
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not merely to report them or talk about them. Charles W. Kreidler 

(1998:6) declares that language is creative, our communication is not 

restricted to a fixed set of topics; we constantly produce and understand 

new messages in response to new situations and new experiences. At the 

same time, language use is subject to very specific rules and constraints.  

 

 

Based on the definitions above, it is known clearly that a language is a 

system primarily of arbitrary symbols, although certain symbols are 

representational or it’s a system of articulated sound symbols that is arbitrary and 

conventional produced by the organs of speech as a tool of communication for 

expressing feelings and thoughts of human beings with the other human beings. 

Language is in the forms of meaningful words and sentences so that they can be 

understood which catalog the objects, events and relation in the world. 

With the existence of a language human beings are able to communicate 

each other. Language is the only tool for them to be able to communicate. 

Without the existence of a language, they will be nothing at all. Just a language 

which can change the lives of human beings from the human beings of long long 

ago until human beings in the present and human beings in the future time too. 

The number of languages that exist in the world is so many reaching the number 

of hundreds languages, even also possibly in thousands of a languages. And there 

is no language exactly the same whether seen from the point of pronouncing and 

writing the words or seen from the point of the rules of its language. And in 

communication, it is very impossible for human beings to use two languages. 

Such a communication, of course cannot be understood by each other. They must 

use one language or the same language so that there is communication that can be 

understood by each other. This thing causes human beings learn the other 
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language besides their own language for the sake of the interest of 

communication. 

Learning of language can be meant as learning the sounds and the rules of 

a language. People who use a language means that they know how to organize 

the sounds of a language in accordance with the rules of its language for 

expressing ideas, thoughts, and feelings in the event of a language that is related 

with the four language skills namely, listening, speaking, reading and writing. 

These four language skills must really be learned and mastered by anyone who 

learns a language although in the simple form. These four language skills are 

supposed to be one unity that cannot be separated by one another. But its reality, 

speaking is one language skill that is the most prominent compared with the other 

three language skills. People anywhere when meeting or getting together of 

course they speak. There will never be no activity of speaking of anyone in the 

world when he or she is with someone else or the other people even he or she is 

alone. 

Walija (1996:4) declare that Language is communication that the most 

complete and effective way to convey ideas, messages, intentions, feelings and 

opinions to others. 

Fromkin and Rodman (1983:3) declare that whatever else people may do 

when they come together –whether they play, fight, make love, or make 

automobiles-they talk. We live in a world of words. We talk to our 

friends, our associates, our wives and husbands, our lovers, our teachers, 

our parents, and in-laws. We talk to bus drivers and total strangers. We 

talk face to face and over the telephone. And everyone responds with 

more talk. Television and radio further swell this torrent of words. As a 

result, hardly a moment of our waking lives is free from words, and even 

in our dreams we talk and are talked to. We also talk when there is no one 
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to answer. Some of us talk aloud in our sleep. We talk to our pets and 

sometimes to ourselves. And we are the only animals that do this that talk. 

 

Based on the declaration above, it can be exactly known that everyday, 

everywhere, and every time people in the world will talk. People cannot avoid 

from talking activity in their daily lives, for example, when people get together 

like plying, fighting, making love, or making automobiles. They talk to their 

friends, associates, family members and so forth. Television and radio relay their 

programs with talk. In short, the lives of people cannot be free from talking 

activity. Even in a dream, they talk. And there are also some people without 

realizing talk with animals. 

Talking activity indicates the existence of at least two people who talk or 

interact each other by using on oral language. Talking activity will be more 

extraordinary if it is done by many people, for example, in the market, in the 

office, in the railway station, and so forth of course people will talk. Someone 

needs to talk to someone else. The need for talking with someone else shows 

communication between someone else. So, communicate between or among 

people shows as the basic need for people themselves. People cannot live alone 

without communication with the other people.    

As having been discussed before that Indonesian and English both of 

them are supposed to be the school subjects which are taught from elementary 

school, until universities. It indicates that the position of English is the same as 

the position of Indonesian, even the same as the position of an ethnic language. 

So, the students in any school learn three languages namely, ethnic language, 
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Indonesian, and English. But, learning English is not so easy as learning ethnic 

language or Indonesian whether seen from the point of words (vocabulary) and 

seen from the point of the rules of a language (grammar). 

According to some junior high students, they think that English is a 

difficult subject, it is not interesting and confusing and Teaching methods of 

teachers tends to be monotonous and conventional affects to the students' interest 

in participating in English. 

Teaching and learning activities are dominated by the teacher in 

conventional teaching. Teachers deliver the material and give examples of 

questions, while, the students sit neatly and listen to the teacher, they imitate the 

ways or patterns that has teacher given. Therefore it is needed a development 

teaching methods that involve students more actively in the learning process and 

in accordance with the learning of English. Cause of the problems or hindrance in 

the learning of students in English because of the view that English is a difficult 

subject to understand and frightening. This assumption can be discouraging 

students' learning spirit so that students will become lazy and do not like English. 

According to Sudjana and Rivai (2001: 2) Explains that Media can enhance 

the teaching and learning process of students who are expected to enhance 

students’ outcomes that are achieved. Its reason is the media,  the benefits 

of teaching in the learning media process of students, they are: (a) 

Teaching will more attention thus increasing students' motivation to learn, 

(b) teaching materials will be more clearly its meaning so that it will be 

better understood by the students and allow students master the objectives 

of teaching in better, (c) teaching methods will be more varied, (d) 

Students do more learning activities for not only listen teachers 

description but they do other activities such as observing, performing, 

demonstrating etc. 

In addition Sudjana and Rivai (2001) declare that as the factors that 

influence learning resources need to know to understand the 
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characteristics in order to beneficiaries of the learning activities can be 

optimize. One of the factor is technology. Speeding up of technological 

development in this era is impacting on learning resources are used. The 

influence of technology is not only to the forms and types of learning 

resources, but also to the components of learning resources. 
 

 

The writer has an opinion that in any process of teaching and learning 

especially, English as a foreign language making use of PowerPoint will be able 

to create the process of teaching and learning more interesting, pleasurable, and 

easier to understand. The form of PowerPoint can be designed by a teacher. 

PowerPoint is one of kind wonderful media technology teaching aids on 

tools that can be used by the teacher in teaching Simple Present Tense. Wendy 

Russell said that “The presentations are comprised of slides, which may contain 

text, images, and other media, such as audio clips and movies. Sound effects and 

animated transitions can also be included to add extra appeal to the presentation”. 

The writer has several reasons for choosing this topic. First, he thinks that 

young learners or students need a way to help them to memorize the Present 

Tense easily and one of the effective ways to help student easily in memorizing 

and also increasing their present tense of transportation as a kind of media 

technology teaching in the classroom. PowerPoint can increase students’ present 

tense achievement earlier because it consists of colorful pictures, texts, videos, 

tables, flow map/flow chart, and animations. 

Fitriani and Hendra (2009-39) explain that subject matter will be 

presented typically contain many components, not only text or writing. At 

a minimum, the presentation contains images and text. Even, there's a 

presentation that contains many elements such as table, graphics, video, 
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text, images, and animations was created in the Flash program. All of 

them depend on the material to be presented.  

 

Based on the explanation above, it is exactly known that PowerPoint has 

an interesting ways. And we know that the students like sound and with colorful 

they learn by interacting on computer. So that the skills of using language can be 

formed, especially when scrutinizing, memorizing, speaking and listening. 

Generally, the students of the seventh class always make mistakes when 

they write the true sentences. The mistakes which they have made, especially, 

about using and writing one of the forms of tenses namely, Present Simple Tense 

about the agreement between the subject of the sentence and the verb. The other 

mistakes are about countable noun and uncountable noun relating to plural and 

singular. And the last was the mistakes about using the true pronouns. This thing 

attracts the writer for doing research in this school and helping to overcome the 

difficulties of the students in learning with just concentrating on the mistakes 

which they make on the use of Simple Present Tense which was supposed to be 

the difficulties of their learning or the problem in the process of teaching and 

learning English at school by making use of PowerPoint. That is why, in writing 

the thesis, the writer gave the title of this thesis namely, “The influence of 

teaching by PowerPoint on the students’ competence in using Simple Present 

Tense at the Seventh Year of SMP Plus Daarul Sa’ada Bongas Indramayu.” 

 

B. The Identification of the Problem 

The identification of the problem in writing this thesis is as follows: 
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1. The Research Area. 

The research area in writing this thesis is Grammar. Actually, English 

has so many rules of a language so that it is difficult to learn. That is why, it 

can be understood if the students make a lot of mistakes when doing 

exercised given to them. The rules of a language are supposed to be the 

foundation of the language. But, in this case, the writer will only concentrate 

on discussing the students’ learning difficulties or the mistakes which they 

make only on one form of tenses namely, Simple Present Tense. 

2. The Kinds of the Problems 

There are many problems in English, especially about grammar. The 

writer would like to mention the kind of the problems in this thesis: 

a. The students have not known the formula of the grammar case. 

b. The students are not given enough exercise in Grammar. 

c. The students cannot apply the grammar problems, then, as an English 

teacher, we have to find out the way to solve those problems. 

The first point is to know what the students want. Enjoyable is the 

keyword to make the grammar subject (Simple present tense) is easier, and 

then the students will know the formula of the grammar faster than before. 

After knowing the formula, students can practice it by the tasks that are given. 

Finally, the students can apply it into real purpose one of the application is the 

Speech Community itself. 
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3. The Main Problem of the Research 

As having been discussed above that tenses are supposed to be the 

foundation of the rules of a language and the number of tenses in English is 

so many until reaching the number of sixteen kinds of tenses. Almost every 

learning difficulties and the mistakes that the students make just in Simple 

Present Tense, those were supposed to be the main problem in writing this 

thesis with making use of teaching by PowerPoint to make the students easy 

in understanding the forms of tenses. 

 

C. The Limitation of the Problem 

Learning English without learning and mastering tenses at the foundation 

of the rules of a language it self can be considered as a useless activity. To make 

learning various forms of tenses easy it must be begun with learning one form of 

tenses namely, Simple Present Tense. In Learning this tense the students also 

make a lot of mistakes especially, the agreement between the subject of a 

sentence and predicate which related to the first person singular and the third 

person singular, many kinds of pronouns, and parts of speech, Simple Present 

Tense is supposed to be the foundation of many forms of tenses. That is why, the 

writer would just limit on the mistakes which are made by the students just on 

one tense namely, Simple Present Tense because it becomes their learning 

difficulties in the process of teaching and learning English in the class room. 

 

 



13 
 

D. The Questions of the Research 

The Questions of the research are as follows: 

1. How is the Students’ Response of the Application of PowerPoint? 

2. How is the Students’ competence in Simple Present Tense? 

3. Is there any positive and significant influence of the Application of 

PowerPoint on the Students’ competence in Simple Present Tense? 

 

E. The Aims of the Research 

The aims of the research are as follows: 

1. To find out about the Students’ Response of the Application of PowerPoint. 

2. To find out about the Students’ competence in Simple Present Tense  

3. To find out whether there is any positive and significant influence of the 

Application of PowerPoint on the students’ competence in Simple Present 

Tense. 

 

F. The Usefulness of the Research 

The usefulness of this research is hoped to be able to help the students in 

learning the rules of a language (Grammar) which is concentrated or focused on 

their knowledge about one of the tenses namely, Simple Present Tense. This 

tense is supposed to be the foundation of the other tenses. The students must 

make sure to really understand this tense so that they will not make the mistakes 

when writing or using Simple Present Tense in every language event. 
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CHAPTER II 

THE THEORETICAL FOUNDATIONS 

 

A. The Nature of Language  

It goes without saying that every person or especially, the students who 

study English at school will get the difficulties. Most of them experience 

difficulties in understanding the meaning of words and the rules of the language 

(grammar). Studying English of course will need a regular and relative long time 

enough. Grammar is supposed to be the most important language component 

because it is the foundation of the language. Without having knowledge about 

grammar, so any person of course will use the wrong language so that it causes 

confusion in a communication. But, there are some people who are the opinion 

that grammar is not important. The more important thing is the competence of 

someone to talk. Their opinion is not so mistaken, but they are forgetful that 

grammar always exists in every language event including speaking. In other 

words, when people talk of course in their talking there is grammar. That is why, 

there is no reason for any person who learns English not to learn grammar. 

Any language existing in this world which is used as tool of 

communication of course consists of a number of words of which its 

pronunciation and writing system and the rules of combination of words. In the 

form of a phrase and a sentence will of course be different between one language 

and the other languages. The pronunciation and the writing of the words and the 
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rules of combination of words in a phrase and a sentence in Arabic is absolutely 

not similar to the pronunciation and the writing words of the words and the rules 

of combination of words in a phrase and a sentence in English. These two 

languages are just supposed to be the sample about the difference of one 

language from the other language. It is said, that English has more than 500 

thousands of words several years ago. Nowadays, such a number of words will of 

course improve because there is a language shift from one language to another 

language. The words are supposed to be the power of language itself. The 

existence of a language will of course be started with the existence of the words 

of a language itself. That is why, studying language means studying the words 

and the combination of the words in the form of a phrase and a sentence to 

express ideas, thoughts, and the feelings of the language users. 

Harimurti Krisdalaksana, (1993:453) defines that the word is a means of 

communication; word is also the basic unit to think, because we need word when 

we are thinking. 

Anderson, Durston, and Poople (1969:73) inform that words, you will 

realize, are the basic components of thought and speech, the signs and 

symbol through which you communicate with others. Their importance, 

then, can hardly be overstated. They are powerful tools to be in command 

of, as the oft-quoted line. “the pen is mightier than the sword” reminds us. 

Word can be swift and sharp, rapier-like in their hurtful thrust. But they 

can also be gentle and calm, warm and welcoming, light and humorous, 

bold and brush. The again, they can be crisp and precise informative and 

pertinent. Words not only help you communicate your thoughts and ideas 

to other, but they also help you to understand what others think, feel and 

mean. Words are probably man’s mightiest creation. You need to respect 

them and to use them with accuracy and care. Most of all, you need to 

realize the necessity for extending your word knowledge, for building up 

your word power so that you can express your thoughts with precision, 

economy, and thrust. 
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Based on information above, it can be known clearly that the words are 

supposed to be the foundation of thought and speech, the signs and the symbols of 

language so that the people are able to communicate with the other people. The 

words are supposed to be the powerful tool which can be supposed as a pen which 

is shaper than a sword. The words can be in the forms of gentle and calm, warm 

and welcoming, light and humorous, bold and brush. Someone’s knowledge of 

words must always be increased so that she/he will be able to express her/his 

thoughts with precision, economy, and thrust. 

Learning any language especially, foreign language, say, English means 

learning the sounds or the words of a language and the combination of the words 

or the sounds of a language itself to express thoughts, feelings, and ideas in 

communication between or among the people. Learning a language without 

communication competence whether in oral or in written is hopeless. Learning 

means that there is a change from the behavior of someone. Or it can be said that 

learning means to get something which is not known yet to be known. That is 

why, any person who learns English especially, the students must be able to 

demonstrate that they are able to use English although in a very limited 

competence. In short, there is a change of behavior with the students from not 

being able to use English, and then being able to use English although 

implemented only once in a while. 

In communication whether in oral especially, in written, it is impossible 

for the people to use word by word. They will of course use various forms of 

sentences or, at least in the form of a phrase to express ideas, thoughts, and 
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feelings. That is why, only having knowledge about the words without being 

accompanied with knowledge of the rules of a language (grammar) has not been 

able to support someone or the students to use English yet. They really have to 

understand what the meaning of sentence is. The writer is of the opinion that a 

sentence is a number of words which has meanings. 

Waldhorn and Zeiger (1954:10) define that sentence is a group of words 

that express a complete meaning makes a sentence. In order to have a 

meaning, two elements are necessary: a subject, a person or thing to speak 

about, and predicate, something to say about the person or thing. Subject 

and predicate no sentence can exist without both subject and predicate. 

Suppose, for example, that somebody speaks the name pagliacci. He has 

not spoken a sentence; for though he has named a person whom he can 

speak about, he has supplied no predicate. 

 

Samelson (1982 : xviii) explains that the sentence consist of a group of 

words that present a meaningful thought. It is classified according to its 

use or function. The sentence contains two main parts: noun phrase + verb 

phrase. There are five major types of sentence. 

A. Declarative sentence (Statement) 

 He studies English (Affirmative) 

 He doesn’t study English (Negative) 

B. Interrogative (Word Question) sentence 

 Why does he study English? 

 Where does he study English? 

C. Imperative (Command, Request) sentence 

 Give me the book! 

 Study English! 

D. Exclamatory sentence (Expresses Emotion) 

 What a nice day! 

 

Based on the definition and declaration above, sentence is supposed to be 

a group of words which has meaning and can be expressed. There are two 

elements in a sentence namely, subject and predicate. Without having subject and 

predicate, the group of words themselves cannot be called as a sentence. A 

sentence can be divided according to its use or function. There are five major 
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types of sentences namely, Affirmative, Negative, Interrogative, Imperative, and 

Exclamatory sentence.  

 

B. The Forms of Tenses 

In English, the forms of any sentence will always be accompanied with 

the forms of tenses in that sentence. In other words, sentence and tenses become 

a unity which one another cannot be separated. Tense has various forms until 

reaching a number of more that fifteen forms. But, in this case, the writer will 

just discuss three forms of tenses namely, present simple, present continuous, and 

past simple tense as a basic knowledge for the students. The other forms of tenses 

must be learned according to the allocation of time which exists in the school. 

W. Stannard Allen (1983:65) explain that of course, one of the major 

challenges in teaching students how to use the tenses of English is not 

much having students learn the uses of each individual tense but getting 

student sensitized to the differences between and among the tenses. 

1. Simple Present 

a. Habitual actions in the present: 

He walks to school everyday. 

b. General timeless truths, e.g., physical laws or customs: 

Water freezes at 0
0 
C. 

Mexicans take a “siesta” after their midday meal. 

c. With BE and other stative verbs in the present tense (see under 

stative verbs below): 

- Sensory perception (e.g., see, hear, taste, ...) 

I see a large house on the corner. 

- Mental perception and emotions (e.g, know, doubt, love, hate) 

I know Mr. Jackson is a teacher. 

Sally loves daisies. 

- Relationships (e.g, have, own, owe, belong to, .... ) 

He owes me a lot of money. 

The car belongs to bill. 

d. In the subordinate clause with verbs in future time. 

After he finishes work 

He’ll do the errands 
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e. In the subordinate clause of future conditional sentences. 

If she passes the bar exam 

She’ll be able to practice law 

f. Expresses future (when a scheduled event is involved; usually with 

future time (adverbial). 

I have a meeting next Wednesday at that time 

g. Present event/action or speech act 

Here comes the pitch; Jackson swings and misses 

I resign from the commission 

h. Conversational historical present’ (used to refer to past events in 

narration) 

“so he stands up in the boat and waves his arms to catch our 

attention”. 

2. Present progressive (or continuous) 

a. Event/action in progress 

He is attending a meeting now 

He is walking to school now 

b. Temporary activity (action will end and therefore lacks the 

permanence of the simple present tense). 

I’m studying geology at the University of Colorado 

Phyllis is living with her parents 

c. Repetition or iteration in a series of similar ongoing actions 

Henry is kicking the soccer ball around the backyard 

d. Express future (when event is planned; usually with future time 

adverbial) 

She’s coming tomorrow 

e. Emotional comment on present habit (usually co-occurring with 

always or forever) 

He always acting up at these affairs (disapproving) 

He always able to deliver in a clutch situation (approving) 

3. Simple past 

a. A definite single completed event/action in the past 

I attended a meeting of that committee last week 

He walked to school yesterday 

b. Habitual or repeated action/event in the past (suggests that some 

change in this habit/event has taken place) 

Sam walked his dog everyday last year 

It snowed almost every weekend last winter 

c. An event with duration that applied in the past with the 

implication that it no longer applies in the present 

Prof. Nelson taught at Yale for 30 years   

d. With stative verbs in the past time (cf. items in c under simple 

present tense) 

He appeared to be a creative genius 

I saw a large house on the corner 
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I knew that John was a teacher  

She loved daisies 

He owed me a lot of money 

e. Past conditional or imaginative events in the subordinate clause 

If he took better care of himself, he wouldn’t be absent so often 

I wish you were here. 

 

Based on the explanation above, it is clearly that teaching tenses for a 

teacher is not an easy thing and is supposed to be the struggle because a teacher 

not only teaches the form and the use of tenses but makes the students really 

sensitive about the difference of various tenses. If the students feel sensitive 

about the difference of various tenses so they will be able to use the forms of 

tenses correctly. Tenses have the forms and adverbs of time of which one another 

are different. The use of the correct tenses of course agrees with the event or the 

activity which happens. As a matter of fact, there is one adverb of time which can 

be used for more than one form of tenses depending on the purpose of the user of 

a language himself/herself. 

 

C. The Make Use of PowerPoint 

According to Fitriani and Hendra (2009:7) How to make a good 

PowerPoint presentation, and Here are a few suggestions for you, so that 

presentations are made of good quality, including: 

 Easy to read 

A good presentation is an easy to read, so, use a standard font like Arial 

or Times New Roman. In addition, use letters large enough, do not let the 

audience having trouble reading because of the letter used is too small. 

 Clear title on each slide 

Bold, clear, and easy to read on each slide title that you created. 

 Simple Background 

Background can indeed enhance the use of slides that you created for the 

presentation. However, must not use the background. Do not let the 
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sentence cannot be written and cannot be read clearly from the 

background use too much contrast. 

 Graphs and Diagrams 

Uses images such as charts and diagrams will help you to better describe 

the topic being presented. In addition, by using charts or diagrams, will be 

a little refreshing ambience and inviting the attention of the audience. 

 Focused 
Write down key points or important only in relation to the topic you are 

presenting. Do not use too many words or sentences in a slide 

presentation. Simply write your title or outline only. 

 Continuity 
It is important that each slide that you make to one another must be 

interconnected. 

 Do not be too many slides 

Do not make a slide presentation that is too much for a topic that you 

mentioned, because it gets boring. Make a slide as efficiently as possible. 

If the topic discussed was the long, explain to others. 

 Do not rely too much on a slide 

When the presentation is in progress, you must speak clearly so the 

audience can understand the presentation given, remember, the slide only 

as a tool for conveying information. 

 

Any process of teaching and learning which is only done with explaining, 

discussing, answering and questioning can cause the boredom, moreover, for the 

children. The students of Junior High School cannot be grouped into adults 

groups like the students of Senior High School and the other higher education. 

Such a process of teaching and learning can possibly go on well for the students 

of Senior High School or the other higher education. But, for the students of 

Junior High School who are still grouped as the children, it is necessary that there 

is a refreshing process of teaching and learning to avoid boredom in learning. 

One of the efforts to avoid boredom is with making use of PowerPoint. 

 

Wendy, Russell. (2000-17) define that PowerPoint is a presentation 

program developed by Microsoft. It is included in the standard Office 

suite along with Microsoft Word and Excel. “The software allows users to 

create anything from basic slide shows to complex presentations. 
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PowerPoint is often used to create business presentations, but can also be 

used for educational or informal purposes. The presentations are 

comprised of slides, which may contain text, images, and other media, 

such as audio clips and movies. Sound effects and animated transitions 

can also be included to add extra appeal to the presentation”. However, 

overusing sound effects and transitions will probably does more to annoy 

your audience than draw their attention.  

1. PowerPoint is fun to watch and fun to make. 

2. Used correctly, PowerPoint can accommodate all learners' needs. 

3. It has a spell-check function! Something our black boards and 

overheads lacks. 

4. It motivates students when used in moderation. 

5. It motivates teachers 

6. PowerPoint allows you to reflect on your lesson and correct any 

needed changes. Finally, you can create the perfect lesson. 

7. Imagine being able to print out what you did in class for students that 

were absent. Better yet, turn the accountability on to students and post 

your presentations on-line. 

8. PowerPoint is not hard to learn. Our technology staff rates it a "B+" 

for ease of use. It should take about one hour to learn the basics. 

 

 

Based on the explanation above, it is clearly known that PowerPoint is 

very useful whether for a teacher, or the students including the parents of the 

students for accelerating the competence of the students in learning English. 

PowerPoint is usually done when there is an English lesson that is on the 

presentation activity session, such as flow chart, animation texts, picture and 

sound. PowerPoint can be done with reviewing the material which has been 

thought or as an entertainment in order that the boredom of the students is lost. In 

the PowerPoint, all the students are of course involved in every response. That is 

why, The PowerPoint must be able to create the sense of happiness so that 

causing self confidence to the students themselves. PowerPoint can also sharpen 

the logical power of someone. 
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D. The Framework of Thinking 

The role of a language as the only instrument of communication for 

people all over the world is very important and it cannot be separated from all of 

their activities all along their lives. In other words, where people are of course 

there will be a language. The number of language existing in the world is so 

many in the number of hundreds even thousands; however, the writer will not 

discuss many languages. Every language of course will have the rules of a 

language (grammar) and the system of writing and pronouncing the words 

(Pronunciation). Naturally, there will be no two languages exactly the same seen 

from the point of the rules of language (grammar) and seen from the point of the 

system of pronouncing and writing the words (pronunciation). The rules of a 

language (grammar) are supposed to be the foundation of a language itself. One 

of the rules of a language (grammar) is tenses: And tenses are also supposed to be 

the foundation of the rules of a language. 

English has many kinds of tenses until reaching the number of sixteen 

kinds of tenses. But in the case, the writer will just discuss three kinds of tenses 

namely: Simple Present Tense, Present continuous tense, and Past Simple Tense 

with concentrating on Simple Present Tense. Three kinds of these tenses are 

supposed to be the basic knowledge of the students for learning the other tenses. 

It needs to be emphasized on the students that the formulation of Simple Present 

Tense is Subject+Verb. And the subject of the sentence of the third person 

singular like he and she, and the thing that is just one there is an agreement 

between subject and verb by adding “S” or “Es” to the verbs. 



24 
 

Generally, the process of teaching and learning of English in the school is 

with presenting the teaching material, explaining, offering question to the 

students to ask, giving the assignments to the students, and checking up the 

students’ works together. Such an activity is almost always done because, as a 

matter of fact, it is easy to carry out. But honesty speaking, such an activity is 

monotonous and the situation of learning is not alive. That is why, the writer in 

the effort to know the students’ competence about Simple Present Tense so the 

writer will use two strategies for the process of teaching and learning namely, 

strategy of the process of teaching and learning which is usually done by a 

teacher, and will try to make use of the PowerPoint as a strategy of the process of 

teaching and learning in the class. And finally, the writer will observe if the 

students’ learning achievement by making use of PowerPoint will be better than 

without using PowerPoint. 

 

E. The Research Hypothesis 

The research hypothesis in writing this thesis is that there is a positive and 

significant influence of the Application of PowerPoint on the students’ 

competence in “Simple Present Tense”. 
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CHAPTER III 

THE METHODOLOGY OF THE RESEARCH 

 

A. The Objective of the Research 

The objective of the research in writing this thesis is : to find out the 

influence of Application of PowerPoint on the students’ competence in simple 

present tense SMP Plus Daarul Sa’adah Bongas Indramayu. 

 

B. The Variables of the Research 

There are two variables of the research. They are: 

X variable : The students’ response of the Application of PowerPoint. 

Y variable : The students’ competence in simple present tense  

 

C. The Place and Time of the Research 

The place of the research this thesis is at SMP Plus Daarul Sa’adah 

Bongas Indramayu,. It is located at Bongas Kertamulya Street, Bongas 

Indramayu, postal code 45255, Bongas District, Indramayu Regency. The writer 

chose the seventh year students of SMP Plus Daarul Sa’adah Bongas 

Indramayu, to be the object of doing research because the place of it is near the 

writer’s home and he has known some of the teachers so that it is easy to reach 

the school and communicate with the school personal. The writer started to do 
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research from Maret 12
th

, 2011 until Mei 12
th

, 2012. So the research exactly 

lasted for two months. 

 

D. The Population and the Sample 

1. Population 

Nawawi (1995:1441) defines that Population is overall research 

objects consisting of human beings, things, animals, plants, phenomena, test 

scores, or events as the sources of data that have certain characteristics in a 

research. 

Sugiyono (2007:80) defines that Population is generalization area 

which is consisting of object/subject that has certain quality and characteristic 

determined by the researcher to learned and then to draw a conclusion. 

Based on the definitions above, it is absolutely known that population 

is supposed to be the object or subject having certain quality and characteristic 

determined by the researcher to be learned and summarized. So, the 

population that will be taken as the source of the research in writing this thesis 

is all students of the first year class of SMP Plus Daarul Sa’adah Bongas 

Indramayu, with the total number of 148 students. 

The population of the research is all of the seventh year of SMP Plus 

Daarul Sa’adah Bongas Indramayu,. The amount of them came to 148 

students consisting of 3 classes. (See table 1) 
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Table 1 

The population of The Seventh Year at SMP Plus Daarul Sa’adah Bongas 

Indramayu, 

 

7a 7b 7c 

M     F M    F M    F 

18  32 20   28 22     28 

50 48 50 

M = Male, F = Female 

Source: The School’s Administration 

2. Sample  

Sugiyono (2007:8) declares that Sample is a part of number and 

characteristics that is possessed by that population itself. If the population 

is big, and it is impossible for the researcher to learn population, for 

example, because of the limitedness the researcher can use sample which 

is taken from the population itself. What has he or she learned from the 

sample itself, the conclusion will be validated for the population. In that 

case, the sample which is taken from the population must be really 

representative. 

 

Arikunto (2006:134) informs that In statistic book sometimes there is the 

formulation to determine the estimation for a number of sample. For just 

the estimation, so if the subject is less than 100, it would be better to take 

all of them so that, the research is supposed to be population research. 

Then if the subject is bigger, it can taken between 10-15% and 20-25% or 

more, it depends on at least : 

a. The researcher’s competence seen from the point of time, energy, 

and finance. 

b. The narrow or wide of the area of observation from each subject, 

because this case relates to more or less data. 
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c. The big or small risk which is guaranteed by the researcher, for the big 

risk of research, it is of course if the sample is big, the result of it will 

be better). 

 

Based on the definition above, it is absolutely known that if the subject as 

a sample is big, it can be taken between 10-15% and 20-25% or more. The 

number of the whole students at the seventh year class of SMP Plus Daarul 

Sa”adah Bongas Indramayu is in a number of more than 100 students namely, 

148 students. That is why, in writing this thesis the writer took 25% out of 148 

students are 37 students as a sample taken at random. 

 

E. The Techniques of Collecting the Data 

The techniques of collecting the data in writing this thesis are using the 

instruments as follows:  

1. Observation 

Arikunto (2006:156) explains People often define observation as a 

narrow activity, namely paying attention to something by using eyes. 

In a psychological meaning, observation or that is also called 

investigation, involves an activity that takes attention towards a certain 

object using all of the senses. So, observing can be done by seeing, 

smelling, hearing, feeling, and testing. What is said actually is a direct 

observation. In the sense of the research, observation can be done by 

test, questionnaire, picture record, and sound record. 

 

In addition, Arikunto (1991:27) defines that Investigation or 

observation (observation) is a technique which is done by means of 

doing observation carefully and recording systematically. 

 

According to Oxford Advanced Learners’ Dictionary of Current 

English (1974:579) observation is n 1 [u] observing or being observed: 

~ of natural phenomena; escape ~. Be/come under ~, be observed. 

Keep somebody under ~, watch him carefully (eg.a suspected criminal 

by the police; a hospital patient by the medical staff). 1~ car, (in 
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railway train) one with wide windows through which to watch the 

scenery, etc 1~post, (mil) post as near to the enemy’s lines as possible, 

from which reports of the enemy’s movements may be obtained. 2 [u] 

power of taking notice: a man of little ~. 3 [u] (usu pl) collected and 

recorded information: has he published him ~s on bird life in the 

Antarctic yet? 4 take an ~, take the altitude of the sun or other 

heavenly body in order to find the latitude and longitude of one’s 

position.  

 

The writer has carried out the observation to find out the objective 

condition of the school namely, the English teacher, students, the method of 

teaching, the real process of teaching and learning, and facilities available of 

the school. 

2. Interview 

Arikunto (1991:37) declares that Interview is a method or way which 

is used to obtain the answer from respondent by using one sided 

question and answer. It is said one sided question and answer because 

in this interview respondent is not given opportunity at all to ask a 

question. The questions are only asked by the subject of evaluation.  

 

The writer has interviewed the headmaster of the school, the English 

teacher, and some of the students to get information for the data about the 

method of teaching, the existing curriculum, the real process of teaching and 

learning, and the facilities available at the school. 

3. Questionnaire  

According to Babbie in Evaluasi Program Pendidikan Luar Sekolah 

(Sudjana, Djuju, 2006:177) questionnaire is instrument of collecting data by 

writing which contains questions list or statement which is arranged specially 

and it is used to get and assemble the information which is needed and 

acceptable for analyzing. 
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In here the writer provides fifteen statements with five alternative 

responses which were spreading out after researching by using PowerPoint 

Application. The writer uses licert scale which consist of five alternative 

options. According to Sudjana each option has points as the following table. 

Table 2 

The scoring of each item 

Absolutely 

Agree  

Agree  Doubt  Disagree  Strongly 

Disagree 

5 4 3 2 1 

   Source: (Sudjana, Nana 2009:81) 

Before the writer arranges the questionnaire statements, he makes the 

specification of questionnaire. The variable that will be evaluated is the 

students’ response on the Application of PowerPoint in Simple Present Tense. 

According to Ismail (2009) in discussion of theory, response can nont 

be separated from discussion of communication process theory, 

because the response is the reciprocal of what is communicated to the 

people who are involved the process of communication. Based on the 

theory which is stated by Steven M Caffe, response is divided into 

three parts: 

a. Cognitive.  

The response is related to knowledge, skills and information about 

something. This response arises if any change which is understood 

or perceived by audiences. 

b. Affective. 

The response which is associated with emotional responses, 

attitude and assessment of person toward something. This response 

arises there are changes that favor by the audience about 

something. 

c. Conative. 

The response associated with real behavior that includes actions or 

deeds. 

(http/hasanismail.blogspot.com) 
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Based on the explanation above about response, the writer arranges the 

specification of questionnaire as on the following table: 

Table 3 

The Specification Table of Questionnaire  

No Variable Indicators  Item Number 

 Students’ Response on 

the Application of 

PowerPoint in Learning 

Simple Present Tense. 

Students’ opinion on the 

Application of 

PowerPoint in 

increasing Simple 

Present Tense 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Students’ motivation 

and interest to study 

Simple Present Tense 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Students’ attitude and 

assessment on the 

Application of 

PowerPoint 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

The total number of items 15 

 

4. Test  

Sudjana (1995:35) explains that Test as an instruments of assessment 

is the questions given to the students to get or achieve the answer from 

the students in the form of oral (oral test), in the form of written 

(written test), or in the form of behavioral (behavioral test). Generally, 

test is used to assess and measure the students’ outcomes especially, 

cognitive outcomes in the matter of mastery of instructional material 

in accordance with the objective of education and instruction. 

Nevertheless, to a certain extent test can also be used to measure or 

assess the outcomes of affective and psychomotor field. 
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Arikunto (2006:53) defines that Test is supposed to be an instrument or 

procedure used to know or to measure something in situation, by ways 

and rules that have been determined is for doing this test is depending 

on the direction that is given for example: giving a circle one of the 

letters in front of the alternative answer, explaining, crossing the wrong 

answer, doing the task, or instruction, answering orally, and so on.  

 

To find out the students’ Response of the Application of PowerPoint on 

the students, the writer with the help of the English teacher has given a 

questionnaire after the learning, and then the test was analyzed by the writer so 

he knew exactly the students’ competence in using simple present tense. 

 

F. The Technique of Analyzing the Data 

 To find out the Influence between the students’ competence in simple 

present tense, the writer used the formula of product moment correlation by 

Pearson. The formula is as follows: 

  

       

 






2222 .. yyNxxN

yxxyN
rxy

 

Where 

rxy = Number of index correlation “r” product moment  

N = Number of cases 

∑xy = Sum of multiplication number x score and y score 

∑x = Sum of all x score 

∑y = Sum of all y score 

(Sudijono, 2001: 193) 
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To interpret the correlation of index value of “r” product moment, the 

writer has used the simple interpretation toward the correlation index value of “r” 

product moment that can be seen at the table below: 

Table 4 

Number of Index Correlation 

Score Classification  

0.00-0.20 

0.20-0.40 

0.40-0.70 

0.70-0.90 

0.90-1.00 

Very Low 

Low 

Sufficient 

High 

Very High 

Source: Sudijono, 2006:193 

To determine the research has significant influence and to know how many 

percent the X variable gives the contribution to the Y variable, the researcher uses 

the formula as follow: 

DC = r
2
 x 100% 

Where: 

DC : Coefficient Determination 

r : Coefficient Correlation 

(Riduwan, 2008:228) 

 

To support the hypothesis from the interpretation of correlation index value 

of “r” product moment, the writer uses another hypothesis formula by “t” test as 

follows: 

  
 √   

√  ( ) 
 

 

Where : 

r : Coefficient Correlation 

N : The total of respondent 

(Priyatno, 2010:20) 
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