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ABSTRACT 

 

 

Siti Masfufah: The /v/ Production of the English Education Department 

Students of Syekh Nurjati State Institute for Islamic Studies 

 

English is one of international languages. It is used in any kinds of business. 

Speaking English is different from Indonesian. English has several phonemes that do 

not exist in Indonesian. One of them is /v/.  

/v/ is a phoneme that is investigated in this study. In English, the letter v is 

pronounced /v/. Yet, in Indonesian, the letter v is pronounced /f/ or /p/ by most 

Indonesian speakers. Thus, the reason of investigating this study is because of the 

existence of letter v and the inexistence of /v/ in Indonesian. 

In conducting this study, the writer had twelve participants who are the 

English Education Department Students of Syekh Nurjati State Institute for Islamic 

Studies and got the highest grade of English phonology course. The writer 

interviewed the participants and observed their /v/ production by reading a paragraph 

that contains fifty-one /v/ phonemes.  

The result of the study shows that the participants have problems with 

producing /v/. The participants substitute /v/ with /f/. Their quality of producing the 

phoneme is fair, neither good nor bad. It is proven by their percentage of /v/ 

production that shows 55% correct /v/ production. The factors that influence their 

quality of producing the phoneme are the familiarity of the phoneme and the strength 

of desire to produce the phoneme correctly. A note of this study is the finding of /v/ 

in word of that is the hardest word to pronounce correctly. 

Based on the results of this study, the writer has some suggestions for 

students, English teachers and lecturers, and future researchers. It is suggested for 

students to learn and improve their pronunciation skill to speak clearly. Nothing is 

difficult to learn if they have strong desire. It is necessary for English teachers and 

lecturers to teach the correct phonemes to their students. For future researchers, the 

writer suggests conducting the study of other phonemes that do not exist in 

Indonesian and Arabic and investigating the word of. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

   

A. The Background of the Problem 

If people speak, what other people hear is the sounds of language (Pateda, 

1994: 54). The speakers use the sounds to utter. To make the listeners understand 

well, the speakers must utter clearly (Gilbert, 2005: ix). Clear speech makes the 

listeners can easily get the message of the utterance. 

Having trouble getting the message of an utterance was experienced by 

the writer‟s lecturer. When the writer was studying English at Colorado State 

University (CSU) in the United States of America (USA), her speaking-class 

lecturer commented on her pronunciation. The lecturer said the writer‟s 

pronunciation was pretty understandable overall; however, she had problem in 

producing /v/ sound. The writer pronounced /v/ with /f/ in her audio-diary 

assignment. She pronounced word love with laughed. Obviously, her lecturer got 

confused understanding the writer‟s utterance and message. Finally, the lecturer 

asked the writer to speak more clearly to make the listeners easily understand and 

not spend much time understanding her utterance.  

In that case, the writer only mispronounced one phoneme, but the listener was 

difficult to understand her utterance. Although the listener is a native English 

speaker (an American), she had the hardest time understanding word love that 

was pronounced laughed. Grammatically, the words could have been understood. 



Laughed is an intransitive verb and must be followed by preposition at if it has 

an object. While, loved is a transitive verb. In fact, it did not help the listener. 

The listener got the message after she knew the context. She understood the 

message when the speaker was talking about her sister and mother who passed 

away. Briefly, mispronouncing a phoneme of a word can lead to trouble 

understanding the message of the speaker eventhough it can actually be 

distinguished from its grammar. Although context helped the listener understand 

what the speaker said, mispronouncing phonemes burdened the listener to think 

harder and spent more time understanding the message of the speaker. Therefore, 

the writer is interested in investigating v phoneme relating to her own experience 

of producing the phoneme. 

Besides the writer‟s experience in producing /v/, the rational reason to 

investigate the phoneme is because the phoneme does not exist in Indonesian. It 

is true that /v/ is not the only consonant phoneme that does not appear in 

Indonesian but also other eight consonant phonemes, such as /f/, / θ/, / ð/, /z/, / ʃ/, 

/t ʃ/, /ʒ/, and /dʒ/. Yet, by considering the population of Muslims in Indonesia 

who know and use Arabic in their daily life for salat or reading Al-Quran, the 

writer predicts most Indonesians are be able to pronounce six phonemes 

appeared in Arabic, such as /f/, / θ/, / ð/, /z/, / ʃ/, and /dʒ/. The rest of the English 

consonant phonemes that do not appear in both Indonesian and English are /v/, /t 

ʃ/, and /ʒ/. Nevertheless, the writer only focuses on /v/ because of the existence 

of v letter and the inexistence of v phoneme in Indonesian. 



A previous study of /v/ was conducted by Iversion, et al. (2008). They 

had 60 participants. The participants were 20 Sinhala, 22 German, and 18 Dutch 

speakers. The researchers examined the auditory sensitivity of participants in 

distinguishing sound /v/ and /w/. The finding was the participants could 

distinguish both phonemes well. German speakers had 100% correct, Dutch 

speakers had uniformly high accuracy and most Sinhala speakers had near-

chance identification accuracy. This study is published by Journal of 

Experimental Psychology: Human Perception and Performance.  

In summary, Indonesian has v letter but does not have v phoneme. 

Indonesians pronounce v letter as /f/, not /v/ like in English. This may lead to 

phonemic substitution when they pronounce /v/. This study is important to know 

how Indonesian people pronounce /v/ and crucial to build phonemic awareness 

for them, especially for the English Education Department students who are 

expected to be professional English teachers. They are the people who are going 

to be the role models of their future students to speak clearly with clear 

phonemes. 

 

B.   The Identification of the Problem 

The identification is important to clarify the problem of this study. The 

identification relating to the background of the problem provided in the 

following. 

 

 



1. The Field of the Study 

   /v/ is a phoneme. This is a segmental feature of pronunciation 

(Kelly, 2001: 3). The study that concerns the sounds of language is 

phonology (Pateda, 1994: 54). Hence, the field of the study of this research 

is phonology. 

2. The Kinds of Problems 

The problems that the writer finds to conduct this study are 

mentioned below. 

a. /v/ does not exist in Indonesian. 

b. The inexistence of /v/ may result in substitution. 

c. Indonesians may equate the sound with another similar sound. 

d. Indonesians accustom themselves to pronounce /f/ instead of /v/ because 

/f/ exists in Arabic. 

e. Some teachers tend to neglect teaching pronunciation because of 

teaching strategies. Unless, they tend to be reactive to particular 

problems appeared in class rather than strategically planned (Kelly, 

2001: 13). Another case, some teachers refuse any type of form-focused 

pronunciation teaching; perhaps this is short-sighted (Nation and 

Newton, 2009: 76). 

3. The Main Problem 

The main problem of this research is the /v/ production of the English 

Education Department students of Syekh Nurjati State Institute for Islamic 

Studies. 



C. The Limitation of the Problem 

The limitation of the problem focuses on the /v/ production of the English 

Education Department students of Syekh Nurjati State Institute for Islamic 

Studies. 

 

D. The Questions of Research 

Based on the background of this study, the writer proposes three 

questions of research. 

1. What phoneme do the participants substitute for /v/? 

2. What is the quality of participants‟/v/ production? 

3. What are the factors influencing participants‟ /v/ production quality? 

      

E. The Aims of Research 

The aims of the research relate to the questions of research. 

1. To find out the phoneme that the participants substitute for /v/. 

2. To find out the quality of participants‟/v/ production. 

3. To find out the factors influencing participants‟ /v/ production quality. 

 

F. The Uses of Research 

Through this study, the writer expects this research will be useful for 

students, the English teachers and lecturers, scholarship development, and for 

future researchers. 

 



1. Students 

Through this study, the writer expects the students realize phonemic 

awareness to pronounce every single phoneme clearly. When they do it, they 

will desire to pronounce each phoneme correctly. Consequently, they will 

have good pronunciation and be confident when they speak English. As a 

result, they are good at effective communication and outstanding in 

academic and professional life. 

2. English teachers and lecturers 

Through this study, the writer expects English teachers and lecturers 

do not neglect teaching pronunciation anymore. They should be more 

creative in pedagogical techniques and materials of pronunciation teaching 

to optimize the advancement of a native-like second or foreign language 

pronunciation (Edwards and Zampini, 2008: 243). 

3. Scholarship development 

Through this study, the writer expects this study enriches the 

literature of speech production, which is still lack of literature (Edwards and 

Zampini, 2008:243). 

4. Future Researchers 

Through this study, the writer expects this study provides literature 

and inspirations for future researchers. 

 

 

 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 

Abuzeina, Dia., and Moustafa Elshafei. Cross-word Modeling for Arabic Speech 

Recognition. New York: Springer, 2012. 

 

Alwi, Hasan. Tata Bahasa Baku Bahasa Indonesia. 3
rd

 ed. Jakarta: Balai Pustaka, 

2003. 

 

Amstrong, Thomas. Seven Kinds of Smart. Trans. T. Hermaya. Jakarta: Gramedia 

Pustaka Utama, 2005. 

 

Arikunto, Suharsimi. Prosedur Penelitan: Suatu Pendekatan Praktik. Jakarta: Rineka 

Cipta, 2010. 

 

Auman, Maureen E. Step up to Writing. Denver: Soprist West, 1999. 

 

Azar, Betty S., and Stacey A. Hagen. Understanding and Using English Grammar. 

New York: Pearson Education, 2009. 

 

Berge, Bruce L. Qualitative Research Methods for the Social Science. New York: 

Pearson, 2006. 

 

Board of Editors. Contemporary Communicative English for Technical 

Communication. New Delhi: Pearson Education, 2011. 

 

Brown, H. Douglas. Prinsip Pembelajaran dan Pengajaran Bahasa. Trans. Nur 

Cholis and Yusi Avianto. 5
th

 ed. Jakarta: Kedutaan Besar Amerika Serikat di 

Jakarta, 2008. 

 

Brown, James Dean. Understanding Research in Second Language Learning. New 

York: Cambridge University Press, 1990. 

 

Bybee, Joan. Phonology and Language Use. New York: Cambridge University Press, 

2003. 

 

Cameron, Lynne. Teaching Languages to Young Learners. 3
rd

 ed. New York: 

Cambridge University Press, 2003. 

 

Cameron, Penny., and Vanessa Todd. Prepare for IELTS Academic Practice Test. 

Jakarta: Gramedia Pustaka Utama, 2008. 

 

Celce, Marianne., and Murcia. Teaching English as a Second or Foreign Language. 

Massachusetts: Heinle and Heinle Publishers, 1991. 



Chaer, Abdul. Linguistik Umum. Jakarta: Rineka Cipta, 2002. 

 

Coelho, Elizabeth., and Dyanne Rivers. Adding English: A Guide to Teaching in 

Multilinual Classrooms. Ontario: Pippin Publishing Corporation, 2004. 

 

Cohen, Louis., and Lawrence Manion. Research Methods in Education. 4
th

 ed. New 

York: Routledge, 1997. 

 

Cook, Ann. American Accent Training. New York: Barron‟s education Series, 2000. 

 

Cook, Kevin. Dubbel Dutch. Voorburg: Kemper Conseil Publ., 2002. 

 

Creswell, John W. Qualitative Inquiry and Research Design: Choosing among Five 

Traditions. London: Sage Publications, 1997. 

 

Crystal, David. A Dctionary of linguistics and Phonetics. 6
th

 ed. Victoria: Blackwell, 

2008. 

 

---. The Cambridge Encyclopedia of Language. New York: Cambridge University 

Press, 1994. 

 

Davenport, Mike.,and S. J. Hannahs. Introducing Phonetics and Phonology. 2
nd

 ed. 

London: Hodder Arnold, 2005. 

 

Dodds, Jack. The Ready Reference Handbook. Rev. ed. Boston: Allyn and Baacon, 

1997. 

 

Durgunoglu, Aydin Yucesan., and Claude, ed. Language and Literacy Development 

in Bilingual Settings. Goldenberg: The Guilford Press, 2010. 

 

Edwards, Jette G. Hansen., and Mary L. Zampini. Phonology and Second Language 

Acquisition. Philadelphia: John Benjamins, 2008. 

 

Face, Timothy L., and Mandy R. Menke. “Acquisition of the Spanish by Second 

Language Learners.” 11th Hispanic Linguistic Symposium 2009: 39-52. 

 

Faisal, Sanapiah. Metodologi Penelitian Pendidikan. Surabaya: Pada Penyusun, 1982. 

 

Faruq, Umar., et al. Pidato Tiga Bahasa: Arab, Inggris, Indonesia. Surabaya: Pustaka 

Media, 2005. 

 

Finegan, Edward. Language in the USA Themes for Twenty-First Century. New 

York: Cambridge University Press, 2004. 

 



Finegan, Edward., et al. Language: Its Structure and Use. 2
nd

 ed. Sydney: Harcourt 

Australia, 1997. 

 

Flowerdew, John., and Matthew Peacock. Research Perspective on English for 

Academic Purposes. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2001. 

 

Fraenkel, Jack R., and Norman E. Wallen. How to Design and Evaluate Research. 2
nd

 

ed. San Fransisco: McGraw-Hill, 1990. 

 

Frederick, Melanie. “Common Articulation Variations between English and 

Spanish.” Super Duper  2005:82. 

 

Fromkin, Victoria, David Blair, Peter Collins. An Introduction to Language. 4
th

 ed. 

Sydney: Harcourt, 1999. 

 

Fromkin, Victoria., Rober Rodman, Nina Hyams. An Introduction to Language. 

Massachusetts: Wadsworth, 2011. 

 

Geers, Erika and Todd. More Making Out in Japanese. 13
th

 ed. Tokyo: Yenbooks, 

1997. 

 

Gilbert, Judy B. Clear Speech: Pronunciation and Listening Comprehension in North 

American English. 3
rd

 ed. New York: Cmbridge University Press, 2005. 

 

Gillett, Amy. Speak like an American. Michigan: Language Success Press, 2004. 

 

Guffery, Mary Ellen., et al. Essentials of Business Communication for English 

Learners. Ontario: Cengage Learning, 2009. 

 

Gussmann, Edmund. Phonology: Analysis and Theory. New York: Cambridge 

University Press, 2002. 

 

Hadfield, Jill., and Charles Hadfield. Introduction to Teaching English. New York: 

Oxford Uniersity Press, 2011. 

 

Halliday, M. A. K. Spoken and Written Language. Hongkong: Oxford University 

Press, 1992.  

 

Harmer, Jeremy. Hot to Teach English: An Introduction to the Practice of English 

Language Teaching. New York: Longman, 1998. 

 

---. The Practice of English Language Teaching. 4
th

 ed. New York: Longman, 2007. 

 

Hayes, Bruce. Introductory Phonology. West Sussex: Blackwell Publishing, 2009. 

 



Heleen, Plaisier. A Grammar of Lepcha. Leiden: Koninklijke Brill, 2007. 

 

Horobin, Simon., and Jeremy J. Smith. An Introduction to Middle English. 

Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2002. 

 

Indriani, M. I. English Pronunciation: The English Speech Sounds Theory and 

practice. 3
rd

 ed. Jakarta: Gramedia Pustaka Utama, 2009. 

 

Iskak, A. and Yustinah. Bahasa Indonesia: Kelas XI. Jakarta: Airlangga, 2008. 

 

Iversion, Paul., et al. “Category and Perceptual Interference in Second Language 

Phoneme Learning: An Examination of English /w/-/v/ Learning by Sinhala, 

German, and Dutch Speakers.” Journal of Experimental Psychology: Human 

Perception and Performance 34.5 2008: 1305-1315. 

 

Jackson, Winston. Methods: Doing Social Research. Ontario: Prentice-Hall Canada 

Inc., 1995. 

 

Jauhari, Heri. Pedoman Penelitian Karya Ilmiah. Andung: CV. Pustaka Setia, 2008. 

 

Jones, Daniel. An Outline of English Phonetics. 9
th

 ed. New York: Cambridge 

University Press, 1983. 

 

Kamaravadivelu. Understanding Language Teaching: From Method to Postmethod. 

New Jersy: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, 2006. 

 

Kasmini, Mien., et al. Soal-soal untuk Meningkatkan Score TOEFL. Jakarta: Kawan 

Pustaka, 2009. 

 

Kelly, Gerald. How to Teach Pronunciation. Harlow: Longman, 2001. 

 

Knowles, Gerry. A Cultural History of the English Language. London: Arnold, 1997. 

 

Kushartanti, Untung Yuwono, and Multamia R. M. T. Lauder. Pesona Bahasa: 

Langkah Awal Memahami Linguistik. Jakarta: Gramedia Pustaka Utama, 

2005. 

 

Kwary, Deny A., and Kartika D. Paraningrum. “L1 Influence on the Production of L2 

Sounds: A Case Sudy at the English Diploma Program, Airlangga 

University, Indonesia.” n.d.: n.p. 

 

Lester, James D. Writing Research Papers: A Complete Guide. 8
th

 ed. New York: 

Harper Collins, 1996. 

 

Lodge, Ken. A Critical Introduction to Phonetics. New York: Continuum, 2009. 



Lomb, Kató., et al. Polyglot: How I Learn Languages.: Nicholasville: Tesl-Ej, 2008. 

 

Mahdi, W. Some Problems of the Phonology of Metropolitan Indonesia. Leiden: 

www.kitlv-journals.nl., 1981: 398-402. 

 

Martin, M.H. Combe. Exercising Spoken English. London: Macmillan Press Limited, 

1970. 

 

McMahon, April. An Introducion to English Phonology. Edinburgh: Edinburgh 

University Press, 2002. 

 

McMillan, James H, and Sally Schumacher. Research in Education: A Conceptual 

Introduction. 4
th

 ed. New york: Longman, 2001. 

 

Moeliono, Anton M. “Perian Alternatif Beberapa Fonem Konsonan dalam Bahasa 

Indonesia.”Tata Bahasa dan Sastra. Ed. Hasan Alwi and Dendi Sugono. 

Jakarta: Yayasan Obor Indonesia, 2002. 

 

Nation, I.S.P., and Jonathan Newton. Teaching ESL/EFL Listening and Speaking. 

New York: Routledge, 2009. 

 

Noer, M. In‟am F. English Debate Training. 4
th

 ed. Yogyakarta: Srpint, 2008. 

 

O‟Connor, J. D. Better English Pronunciation. 2
nd

 ed. New York: Cambridge 

University Press, 1995. 

 

Odden, David. Introducing Phonology. New York: Cambridge University Press, 

2005. 

 

Parris, David P. Testing English as a Second Language. New York: McGraw-Hill, 

1974. 

 

Pateda, Mansoer. Linguistik: Sebuah Pengantar. Bandung: Angkasa, 1994. 

 

Pearson. Humanities and Communication Skills. New Delhi: Dorling Kindersley, 

2011. 

 

Pei, Mario. Kisah daripada Bahasa. Trans. Nugroho Notosusanto. Jakarta: Jajasan 

Dana Buku Franklin Djakarta, 1971. 

 

Pennington, Martha C. Phonology in Context. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2007. 

 

Philips, Deborah. Longman Preparation Course for the TOEFL Test. 2
nd

 ed. New 

York: Longman, 1996. 

 



Rauber, A. Schurt., and Rosana Denise Koerich. “Accurate Pronunciation for 

Efficient Communication.” n.d.:145-150. 

 

Rechman, Ghani., et al. “English Problematic Consonants for Pashto Speakers.” 

Academic Research International 2.1 Jan. 2010: 695-704. 

 

Redman, Stuart. English Vocabulary in Use: Pre-intermediate and Intermediate. 

Jakarta: Erlangga, 2001. 

 

Ridwan. Belajar Mudah Penelitian untuk Guru, Karyawan, dan Peneliti Pemula. 

Bandung: Alfabeta, 2009. 

 

Rizvi, M. Ashraf. Effective Technical Communication. New York: McGraw-Hill 

Education, 2005. 

 

Roberts, Celia., et al. Language Learners as Ethnographers. Sydney: Multilingual 

Matters LTD., 2001. 

 

Rujigrok, Bobby. “Matters in Indonesian Phonology.” Term Paper 2008: 1-13. 

 

Scanlon, Donna M. Early Invention for Reading Difficulties. New York: The Guilford 

Press, 2010. 

 

Sebranek, Patrick., Verne Meyer, and Dave Kemper. Write for College: A Students 

Handbook. Massachusetts: Great Source Education Group, 1997. 

 

Sharpe, Pamela J. TOEFL IBT:Internet-Based Test. New York: Barron‟s, 2010. 

 

Sholahuddin, Moh, comp. English Pronunciation: Learner’s Pocket Book. Kediri: 

Cambridge English Center, n.d. 

 

STAIN Cirebon. Pedoman Penulisan Karya Ilmiah. Cirebon: STAIN Cirebon, 2007. 

 

Steinberg, Danny D. Psycholinguistics: Language, Mind, and World. New York: 

longman, 1982. 

 

Suhardi., and Sri Sunarti. Sosiologi 3: Untuk SMA/MA Kelas XII Program IPS. 

Jakarta: Pusat Perbukuan Departemen Pendidikan Nasional, 2009. 

 

Sugiyono. Metode Penelitian Pendidikan: Pendekatan Kuantitatif, Kualitatif, dan R 

& D. Bandung: Alfabeta, 2010. 

 

Surakhmad, Winarno. Pegantar penelitian Ilmiah: Dasar Metoda Tenik. Bandung: 

Tarsito, 1985. 

 



Suryabrata, Sumadi. Metodologi Penelitian. 22
nd

 ed. Jakarta: PT. Rajagrafindo 

Persada, 2011. 

 

Taylor, Insup. Psycholinguistics: Learning and Using Language. New Jersey: 

Prentice-Hall, 1990. 

 

The Australian Department of Education. English from Radio Australia: Book 1. 

Jakarta: Radio Australia, n.d. 

 

University of Technology Sydney. Study English: IELTS Preparation. Sydney: 

Insearch, n.d. 

 

Verhaar, J. W. M. Pengantar Linguistik: Jilid 1. Yogyakarta: Gadjah Mada 

University Press, 1984. 

 

Wallace, Michael J. Action Research for Language Teachers. New York: Cambridge 

University Press, 2000. 

 

Yule, George. The Study of Language. 3
rd

 ed. New York: Cambridge University 

Press, 2006. 
 

 


