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ABSTRACT

WINDA WINDIAWANTI The Influence of The Students’ Interest in
Application of English Songs on The Students’
Ability in Pronouncing Words at The Eighth Year
Students of MTsN 2 Cirebon

It goes without saying that one of thousands of living languages, which is
used and spoken by peoples in so many countries, is English. It is also used in a lot of
books about knowledge, science, and technology, such as: Politics, Economics,
Religion, Culture, Medicine, Law, etc. And the most important thing is it is used as a
language for international communication. Students really enjoy singing along and it
can really improve motivation. Singing can also improve the pronunciation and
intonation patterns of the students, especially teenager students. From the
explanations above, the writer conclude that the weakness or lack ability in
pronouncing words of the students in MTsN 2 Cirebon is the main problem that faced
now. So that, it has to be solved by the best method which is effective, easy and
enjoyable it is by using English songs.

The aim of the research are to know the students’ interest in the application
of English Songs in learning pronunciation, especially pronouncing words, to know
the students’ ability in pronouncing words and to know the positive and significant
influence of the students’ interest in application of English songs on the students’
ability in pronouncing words.

The method of the research is quantitative approach. It means that the data
which are obtained from the field of research. The data are analyzed statically by
means of number by using the Pearson’s Product Moment correlation formulation.

From the population above, the writer took class 8 A as the sample. There
are 42 students in that class. So, the writer took for 25% (twenty-five percent) of 297
students as whole populations. The technique used taking sample by using stratified
sampling.

The writer used the formula of product moment correlation to calculated
between X and Y variables which are to know the influence of the students’ interest
in application of English songs on the students’ ability in pronouncing words. The
writer point out the score which can be categorized “enough or medium correlation”,
with the point has gotten is 0.40 While to know the big or small influence
contribution of X variable and Y variable, the writer used the formulation of
determination coefficient (DC). From the calculating, the influence of using English
songs on ability in pronouncing word is as big as 16% and 84% is determined by
other factor. Based on the result of analyzing data, it showed that there is positive
influence of the students’ interest in application of English songs on the students’
ability in pronouncing words. It means that the writers’ hypothesis can be accepted
because both the result and the hypothesis have equivalent value. So, it means that
English songs can help students to how to pronouncing word well.
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of English Songs on The Students Ability in Pronouncing Words at The Eighth Year
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achieve Islamic Scholar in English Education (S.Pd.I) Degree at English Education
Department of Tarbiyah Faculty of The State Institute for Islamic Studies (I4IN)
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5. Drs. Ikin Sodikin., The Headmaster of MTsN 2 Cirebon.

6. Hj.Rd. Rosa Lesamana Y. S.Ag., The English Teacher of MTsN 2 Cirebon.
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The writer realizes that this thesis is still far of being perfect and there are
many mistakes either in arrangement or in the content. So, the writer widely open to

receive any criticism and suggestion to make this thesis better for the future.
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Finally, the writer does hope this thesis will be a valuable thing to the readers,
especially for the writer herself and for English Department of Tarbiyah Faculty of

The State Institute for Islamic Studies (I4IN) Syekh Nurjati Cirebon.
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CHAPTERI

INTRODUCTION

A. The Background of the Problem
There are many definitions of language. Different linguists have different
definition, too. These are some of those definitions, such as:

Language may refer either to the specifically human capacity for
acquiring and using systems of communication, or to a specific
instance of such a system of complex communication.
(http://en.wikipedia.org./wiki/language)

A language is considered to be a system of communicating with
other people using sounds, symbols and words in expressing a
meaning, idea or though. (www.unixl.com/../language definition/)
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According to the other linguist, “language is the expression of though,
with the translation of notions into words being the act of understanding”.

(Atkinson, www.ourcivilisation.com/undrstnd.htm)
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Based on the definition above, there are two important points about
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language. Firstly, the function of language is to communicate and interact among
people in social community. Secondly, the expression of meaning, idea or though
by using sounds, symbols and words are the way of language produced.

It goes without saying that one of thousands of living languages, which is

used and spoken by peoples in so many countries, is English. It is also used in a
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Economics, Religion, Culture, Medicine, etc. And the most important thing is it is
used as a language for international communication.

English as a language of communication (Lingua Franca) among the
nations in the world has increased so rapidly toward those whose native languages
are not English. Besides, it plays a very important role all over human activities
when they hold an international meeting.

English is designed to develop knowledge and achievement of the

students to make the bright future. The purpose of language learning is not only

for knowing what the language, but also for knowing how to use language.

There are four major skills of language that learners have to improve:
listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Of the four skills in English, speaking is
considered to be the most complex and difficult skill to master. The aspects or
elements related to the language, such as pronunciation, vocabulary and grammar
are the basic knowledge of the English language. They play an important role
because they will be the bridge to reach the speaking skills. According to Harris
(1969: 81-82) “Basically the speaking skill requires proficiency in four areas:
pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, fluency and comprehension”. There are
some rules that have to attain. It covers pronunciation to simplify and facilitate
the writing in order that may provide the greater quality of speaking. In this

thesis, the writer is going to discuss one of them. It is pronunciation.
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There are some definitions of pronunciation:

Pronunciation refers to the way a word or a language is spoken or

the manner in which someone wutters a  word.

(http://en.wikipedia.org./wiki/speaking)

The other statements are agreeing with the statement above is:

Pronunciation is the production of significant sound in two senses.

First, sound is significant because it is used as a part of a code of a

particular language. Second, sound is significant because it is used

to achieve meaning in contexts of use.

From the definitions above, it can be concluded that pronunciation is the
way to sound language so that meaningful. However, the pronunciation is a
method that has to get by the students and it has function to get forward the
students’ ability in language, especially English, in every formal even informal
school. So, it is important to study about pronunciation when we want to study
English well.

Studying pronunciation, especially pronouncing words can be bored and
not interesting if the teacher doesn’t use good method and suitable media to teach
it to students. If the student is not interested to study pronunciation they will have
difficulties and make them not understand pronunciation well. When the student
can’t understand pronunciation well they can’t apply it correctly either in
speaking skill. However, students can achieve good English if they can master

pronunciation and one of solution to overcome this case by application of

English songs in learning pronunciation. In this thesis, the writer is going to
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discuss the influence of the students’ interest in application of English songs on
the students’ ability in pronouncing words.

There are many problems in leaming English, especially pronouncing
words. It is not only about structure but also playing of the words that are spoken
directly by the people and are reported to the other people about the utterance.

The problem solving that’s offered by writer because of those problems is

English songs. The writer tries to construct the speaking subject be effective, easy
and enjoyable for the students is through English songs, and the students can
apply into real purpose.
A song is a composition for voice or voices, performed by singing. A song
may be accompanied by musical instruments, or it may be unaccompanied,
as in the case of acapella songs. The lyrics (words) of songs are typically of

a poetic, thyming nature, though they may be religious verses or free prose.
(http://en.wikipedia.org./wiki/song)
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Through this way, the students are able to force the vocabularies or lyrics

of the songs that can their get. Then, automatically it can give the influence
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toward the student’s ability.

According to one of sites (http://www.britishcouncil.org/kids-songs-
alphabet.htm) said “Students really enjoy singing along and it can really improve
motivation. Singing can also improve the pronunciation and intonation patterns
of the students, especially teenager students.” However, song is media that is

very helpful to learning pronouncing words in order to make students’
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understanding correctly.
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Besides that, the writer gets this theme for the thesis because the writer is
inspired by the writers’ experience when did the teaching practice. The writer
found that the class more focuses and courage when the writer used music in
learning pronunciation and the students get good understanding after that. It has
different achievement with the class where the writer didn’t used music in
learning pronunciation. Based on the explanation above, it can be concluded that
by using song, students can understand pronunciation easily. It is clear that the
application of English songs in studying pronunciation can improve student’s
ability.

From the explanations above, the writer conclude that the weakness or
lack ability in pronouncing words of the students in MTsN 2 Cirebon is the main
problem that faced now. So that, it has to be solved by the best method which is

effective, easy and enjoyable it is by using English songs.

B. The Identification of the Problem

1. The Research Area
The thesis, which entitled: “The Influence of The Students’ Interest in
Application of English Songs on The Students’ Ability in Pronouncing Words
at The Eighth Year Students of MTsN 2 Cirebon”, tries to make the new
students’ condition after followed the application of English Songs in class,
the students will develop their knowledge in pronunciation, especially

pronouncing words. The other one is to make the students know enough about
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the pronunciation rules and in order to they did not feel bored in learning
English, so that can increase their ability. The students also will go ahead their
spoken language well and fluently. So that, it can be concluded that the

research area of the thesis is about speaking & conversation.

The Kinds of the Problem

There are many problems in English, especially about understanding
songs. The writer would like to mention the kind of the problems in this
thesis:

a. The students have not known the method of pronunciation case.
b. The students did not give enough exercise in pronunciation.
c. The students cannot apply spoken case of English songs into real purpose.

Those are some kinds of pronunciation problems, then, as an English
teacher, we have to find out the way to solve those problems.

The first point is to know what the students want. Enjoyable is the
keyword to make the pronouncing words is easier, and the students will know
the method of pronunciation more comfortable than before. After knowing the
method, the students can practice it by the exercise that’s teacher given.
Finally, the students can apply it into real purpose one of the application is the

English Songs itself.
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3. The Main of the Problem
The main of the problems in this research is the students’ weakness or
lack of ability in pronunciation case, especially in pronouncing words.
Therefore, the writer tries to apply new method, English song application, as

the problem solving to solve the problem.

C. The Limitation of the Problem
One of the problems in English is how the method to speak well
(pronouncing words). It is one of the linguistics branches that have to be mastered
by students. If the students go without pronouncing words rules when they learn

English, they cannot speak or understand the textual meaning to learning in
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English efficiently and correctly.
This thesis, the writer has decided to limit the topic only talking about

“The Influence of The Students’ Interest in Application of English Songs on The
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Students Ability in Pronouncing Words”. Because many students cannot apply
pronunciation of English songs, especially pronouncing words. And the English
songs can be one of the ways to improve the motivation, pronunciation and

intonation patterns of the students by construct it.
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D. The Questions of the Research
Based on the research above, the writer has tried to give close attention to
know:
1. How is the students’ interest in learning pronouncing words by application of
English Songs?
2. How is the students’ ability in pronouncing words?
3. Is there any positive and significant influence of the application of English

songs on the leaming pronouncing words?

E. The Aims of the Research

Then based on the question of the research above, the writer has tried to
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arrange the aim of the research as follows:
1. To know the students’ interest in learning pronouncing words by application

of English Songs.
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2. To know the students’ ability in pronouncing words.
3. To know the positive and significant influence of the application of English

songs on the leaming pronouncing words.
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F. The Uses of the Research

1.

These are the uses of this research:

Through the application of English Songs on teaching pronunciation
(pronouncing words), the students are expected to be motivated and didn’t
feel bored in learning English, so that it can increase the students ability in
pronouncing the words.

To find out how the English teacher uses the methodology of teaching in
learning English at school.

The English Songs methodology can be implicated by English teacher to teach

pronunciation, especially English pronouncing words.
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