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ABSTRACT 

 

ADI WIJAYA SAPUTRA: The Correlation Between the Students’ Knowledge of 

Present Perfect and Simple Future Tense on Their Ability in 

Doing Conversation of the Eighth Grade Students at SMP 

Negeri 3 Cilimus – Kuningan 

 

Many teachers have problem to teach speaking because of some reasons. 

First, many teachers teach English in serious atmosphere. They prefer spending the 

time in class reading textbooks and  writing assignments. They rarely devote their 

time to speak the language. Therefore, students do not have enough chances to 

practice speaking in the classroom. Furthermore, many English teachers have limited 

references and experiences in providing speaking  activities in the classroom. 

Therefore, students do not pay attention to the activities as they do not enjoy the 

class. So that, the quality of teaching English in every level of education always gets 

a big attention. By choosing the right and suitable approach or method, it will 

facilitate in learning of English language skills. 

Practicing is necessary in learning second language. Conversation is one way 

to help students for speaking, because speaking is considered by many to be the 

single most important aspect of foreign language learning. 

The aims of the research are to know the students‟ knowledge of present 

perfect tense, to know the students‟ knowledge of simple future tense, and to know if 

there is positive and significant Correlation Between the students‟ knowledge of 

simple perfect and simple future tense on their ability in Doing conversation. 

The approach of the research in writing this thesis is using quantitative 

approach. It means that the data which will be achieved in particular forms are 

simpled by number, consequently, they can be measured and interpreted by means of 

using statistical analysis. The techniques of collecting the data is by using test. The 

population of the eighth grade students is in number of 128 students. Because he 

number of population is more than 100 students, so the sample was taken 25% from 

the number of population namely, 25/100 X 128 = 32 students. The sample was taken 

at purposive of 4 classes. The writer took 8 students from each class. Consist 4 male 

students and 4 female students. 

The analysis of data obtained correlation coefficient of 0,60, the value is 

included into a sufficient correlation. And determination coefficient shows 36%, 

while 64% is determined by the other factor. In short, it can be considered that there 

is a correlation between the students‟ knowledge of present perfect and simple future 

tense on their ability in Doing conversation. The analytical results obtained by testing 

the hypothesis H0 is rejected and Ha is accepted so that it can be concluded that there 

is the correlation between the students‟ knowledge of present perfect and simple 

future tense on their ability in Doing conversation. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. The Background of the problem 

Indonesia is an archipelagous country has so many ethnic groups that are 

rich with cultures, customs, languages, and so forth of which they are different 

each other. For example, Javanese ethnic group and Sundanese ethnic group that 

has Javanese and Sundanese occupies Java Island. The people who live in West 

Java in general use Sundanese and the people who live in East Java and Central 

Java in general use Javanese. And the other big islands like Sumatera, 

Kalimantan, Sulawesi, Irian, and so forth are occupied by the different ethnic 

groups which also have different languages, cultures, customs, and so forth. Such 

an existence almost never found in the other countries all over the world. 

Honestly speaking, the existence of the ethnic groups like that is supposed to be 

the pride of the Indonesian country. 

Although the country of Indonesia has a different language and ethnic 

group, the people and the ethnic groups of Indonesia remains feeling united by 

having one language namely, Indonesian. They do not get difficulties for 

communication although they have different ethnic groups and languages 

because they use the same language namely, Indonesian. Indonesian had been 

declared in the Youth Pledge on October 28, 1928 so far before the Proclamation 

of Indonesia. 



The contents of The Youth Pledge are: 

We sons and daughters of Indonesia acknowledge that the have 

one nation the nation of Indonesia. 

We sons and daughters of Indonesia acknowledge that the have 

one language the language of Indonesia. 

We sons and daughters of Indonesia acknowledge that the have 

one fatherland the fatherland of Indonesia 

 

The people of Indonesian have the Coat of Aims namely, “Bhineka 

Tunggal Ika” it means “Unity in Diversity”. This is in accordance with the third 

principle The Philosophical Basis of the State namely, “The Unity of Indonesia”. 

The contents of The Philosophical Basis of the State are: 

1. Belief in the One Supreme God. 

2. Just and Civilized Humanity. 

3. The Unity of Indonesia. 

4. Democracy Wisely Led by the Wisdom of Deliberations among 

Representatives. 

5. Social Justice for the whole of the People of Indonesia. 

 

Every nation or country certainly has different philosophy that one 

another will not be the same. However, principally the nation is human beings, of 

course, they have humane living things that differentiates them from the other 

creatures. And all activities that they do certainly use a tool that has been 

discussed before namely, language. English is not only as an International 

language but it is also as a national language. As an International language 



because the nations all over the world of non-English native speakers had 

committed for using English as the only tool of communication between or 

among themselves, for example, in the diplomatic communication between or 

among the country. As National language, English is a language used by the 

countries like England, The United States of America, Canada, Australia, and 

New Zealand. So geographically, the existence of English can go around the 

world. That is why, it is very natural if English had been committed as the only 

tool of communication between or among the nations of non-English native 

speakers all over the world. There is no any language can go around the world 

naturally like English. 

English is an International language. It has been proven that all of the 

nation all over the world of non-English native speaker does not get difficulties 

to communicate between or among the nations because they have committed for 

using English. The nations all over the world of non-English native speakers will 

learn English for the sake of the progress of the nations. For example, in 

Indonesia English is supposed to be the school subject that is given from the 

early ages of the children until universities. It means the government of Indonesia 

through the Nation Education Ministry very care about the progress of the 

children of the nations in order not to be left behind from the other nations in 

achieving knowledge and science, technology, and know more about the world. 

Basari (2000:21) defines that speaking is a complex skill requiring the 

simultaneous use of number of different abilities which often develop at different 



rates. Either four or five components are generally recognized in analyses of 

speech process: pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, fluency and 

comprehension. Misa (2012:9) defines that for study speaking not only focus in 

book don‟t care students understand or no. in addition teacher is rarely taught 

strategy of speaking in particular short and long. 

Many teachers have problem to teach speaking because of some reasons. 

First, many teachers teach English in serious atmosphere. They prefer spending 

the time in class reading textbooks and writing assignments. They rarely devote 

their time to speak the language. Therefore, students do not have enough chances 

to practice speaking in the classroom. Furthermore, many English teachers have 

limited references and experiences in providing speaking activities in the 

classroom. Therefore, students do not pay attention to the activities, as they do 

not enjoy the class. 

Ali‟s research (2009) was about The Role-Play as the Method of 

Teaching for Speaking English Competence. According to Ali, In learning 

English the students get some difficulties, especially in speaking aspect. They 

confused to express their idea through speaking. They did not know what they 

should say. In this problem is needed the teacher‟s role.  The teacher has to have 

a very clear plan and structure for their lessons to initiate small group talk 

successfully. The teacher should choose the appropiate methods in teaching 

speaking. The teacher should apply the appropriate methods. There are some 

methods of teaching. The teacher sometimes feels confuse to choose the teaching 



method that is suitable with the learners needs. Choosing inappropriate method 

of teaching can cause the learning process does not reach the goal of learning. 

The method of role-play for teaching speaking English can stimulate and 

motivate the students‟ improving, interesting in learning English especially in 

learning speaking aspect. The student are hoped can understand what the teacher 

tought. It is better for the teacher not to barden the student with the obligation to 

understand and master every material. But the teacher should be a wise teacher 

who give the best guidence by the appropiate methode, specially in speaking 

learning. The students face some problems in spaeking aspect. It is becouse of 

English in not their dialy language. 

Riska‟s research (2011) was about The Correlation between Learning 

English Pronunciation on Students‟ Speaking Skill at the Eight Year Students of 

MTsN 1 Cirebon. According to Riska, there are many difficulties when students 

begin to speak English. Phonetic error, stress and intonation often occurred that 

caused the message was conveyed. In other cases, there are many mistakes who 

do not like a native speakers so disturbing listener comprehension. 

After knowing some student‟s difficulties in learning English speaking, in 

the researcher tried to give some treatments so that they will facing English 

speaking study. In addition, the students freely to express their ability to speak 

English. Likewise, with the students of SMPN 3 Kuningan, they learn about four 

skills. One of them is speaking. According to the teacher, the skill of speaking 



still low because students assumed that it is difficult. They feel easier in reading 

or listening. 

Rendi‟s research (2011) was about The Correlation between the Students‟ 

Knowledge of Simple Present Tense and Present Continuous Tense on Their 

Ability of Writing a Daily Activity at the Eighth Grade Students of SMP Negeri 

1 Cilimus. According to Rendi, learning not only about science, but many 

knowledge should be know by human life, like language. Language is a symbol 

of human thinking, though language the human can do anything based on their 

thinking, like give an information, to communicate with tourist and many else. 

In the fact, the English learning cannot effective if is not in daily activity, 

because the language can be fluent if used in daily activity and ever time. So, 

special place, friends to communicate or English communicate or English 

community for learning are necessary. In here the student learning English every 

time for learning English, to get English speaking fluently. 

To know the real process of teaching and learning of English in the 

Eighth grade students at SMP Negeri 3 Cilimus, the writer has done observation 

on (January 7
th

 2013) by visiting the school and observing directly the process of 

teaching and learning in the classroom the writer found out the students‟ ability 

in speaking English. Most of them are very poor in speaking; even some of them 

did not want to speak at all. The writer also found out the books which are used 

by students, the teacher, and the method of teaching which was used by the 

teacher in the process of teaching and learning. 



The observation was carried out on (January 7
th

 2013). Most of the 

students of SMP Negeri 3 Cilimus, although not all of them are not able to speak 

English. This students‟ ability in speaking is probably because they do not know 

what they have to say, or they are afraid to make mistake in speaking. Even in 

the process of teaching and learning in the classroom they probably make a lot of 

mistakes in writing. 

As a matter of fact, learning English is not an easy thing and needs a 

continuous long time enough. This thing can be seen from the reality that the 

students who learn English at schools both in Junior High Schools and Senior 

High Schools or the graduates, they can be categorized having not been able to 

use English both in writing and especially, in oral. The Eighth grade students at 

SMP Negeri 3 Cilimus, they always get difficulties when learning tenses 

especially, present perfect and simple future tense. It had been proved that they 

made many mistakes when the teacher gave exercises about tenses to them 

especially, present perfect and simple future tense. Such learning difficulties 

interested the attention of the researcher for doing research in this school with the 

purpose to help overcome their learning difficulties about tenses especially, 

present perfect and simple future tense and then were developed with the ability 

of the students in speaking. These things become the reason for the researcher to 

give the title of the thesis namely, “The Correlation between the Students‟ 

Knowledge of Present Perfect and Simple Future Tense on Their Ability in 

Doing Conversation of the Eighth Grade Students at SMP Negeri 3 Cilimus”. 



B. The Identification of the Problem 

The identification of the problem in writing this thesis is as follows: 

1. The Field of the Research 

The field of the research in writing this thesis is grammar. However, 

it is only discussing about tenses focusing on present perfect and simple 

future tense with purpose to help the students be able to speak between or 

among them. There are only two kinds of tenses that are always used in 

the process of speaking. Meanwhile, the other forms of tenses are used in 

accordance with the events or the actions that happen. 

2. The Kinds of the Problem 

The kind of the problem in writing this thesis can be seen from the 

reality that the Eighth grade students at SMP Negeri 3 Cilimus always got 

difficulties when learning tenses. It had been proved that they made many 

mistakes when the teacher gave exercises about tenses to them. Such 

learning difficulties were supposed to the kind of the problem in writing 

this thesis. 

3. The Main Problem 

As having been discussed above that, the students still got 

difficulties when learning tenses. English has many kinds of tenses such 

as: present tense, Present Perfect, Simple future, Past tense, Simple 

Present Continuous, and so forth. The wrier just focused on discussing 

about the students got difficulties when learning two kinds of tenses 



namely, present perfect and simple future tense. This thing was becomes 

the main problem in writing this thesis.  

 

C. The Limitation of the Problem 

Any language exciting in the world has absolutely the rules of a 

language and a system of writing and pronouncing the words that are different 

one another. English has so many rules of language besides a system of 

writing and pronouncing the words of which for those of non-English native 

speakers feel very confusing. Learning language means learning the rules of 

the language themselves and a system of writing and pronouncing the words. 

Both components of language generally confuse the students in learning 

language so that they make many mistakes when using language that they 

learn whether in writing or especially, in oral. 

In writing language, the rules of language will be more important rather 

than pronouncing the words and to have the ability of speaking the correct 

pronunciation of the words plays a very important role in order that it can be 

understood by the listeners and the people to with the speaker whom speaks. 

However, the ability of pronouncing the correct words have also be supported 

by knowledge about the rules of language. In this case he writer only gave the 

rules of language about tenses with concentration on present perfect and 

simple future tense to improve vocabulary in order that the students are able to 



speak not only with their schoolmates but also with anyone who can speak 

English. 

 

D. The Questions of the Research 

The questions of the research in writing this thesis are as follows: 

1. How good is the students‟ knowledge of present perfect and simple future 

tense? 

2. How good is the students‟ ability in doing conversation? 

3. How far is the correlation between the students‟ knowledge of present 

perfect and simple future tense on their ability in doing conversation? 

 

E. The Aims of the Research 

The aims of the research in writing this thesis are as follows: 

1. To know the students‟ knowledge of present perfect and simple future 

tense. 

2. To know the students‟ ability in doing conversation. 

3. To know the correlation between the students‟ knowledge of present 

perfect and simple future tense on their ability in doing conversation. 

 

 

 



F. The Usefulness of the Research 

The usefulness of the research in writing this thesis is hoped that it can 

help the students have knowledge about tenses especially, present perfect and 

simple future tense. Then it is developed for increasing their ability in doing 

conversation. 
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