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ABSTRACT 
 
ASEP BUDIMAN : “The Comparative Study Between Students' Competence in 

Daily Conversation By Using Direct Method and 
Communicative Language Teaching At The Tenth Year 
Students of SMA Prakarya Santi Asromo Majalengka.” 

 
As an international language, almost all countries have adapted English used as 

a compulsory subject at schools. The national education has decided that English as a 
foreign language taught in Indonesian schools.  It is learned started from primary 
school up to university. There are four skills in teaching and learning a language : 
listening, speaking, reading, writing, but out of the four skills, speaking is considered 
as the most essential skill to be mastered. Speaking is the process of building and 
sharing meaning through the use of verbal and non-verbal symbols. 

 A lot of learning to improve the ability of Speaking, for example: 
Conversation. Conversation is so intertwined with daily interactions that it is difficult 
to define. Also, various fields of study have informed conversation: linguistics, 
psychology, anthropology, and sociology. In this thesis, apply appropriate method 
and techniques of teaching speaking or conversation. The method used is direct 
method and communicative language teaching.  

Direct Method is a combination of a natural approach to language learning. 
Learning was developed to improve the ability to communicate verbally emphasizing 
the provision of a pronunciation based on the rules of language learning. 
Communicative Language Teaching is generally regarded as an approach to language 
teaching. As such, communicative language teaching reflects a certain model or 
research paradigm, or a theory. It is based on the theory that the primary function of 
language use is communication. Its primary goal is for learners to develop 
communicative competence. 

The aims of the research are to find out the students’ competence in daily 
conversation by using direct method, to find out the students’ competence in daily 
conversation by using communicative language teaching, and to find out if there is 
any positive and significant comparative study between the students’ competence in 
daily converstion by using direct method and communicative language teaching. 

The result of the comparison between students’ competence in daily 
conversation by using direct method and communicative language teaching, the 
significant value of tobs > ttable that is 5.50>2.02. from the statistical analysis above, so 
Ho is rejected and H0  is accepted. it can be assumed that the result of the students’ 
competence in daily converssation by using direct method (X1 variable) is better tha 
result of the student’ competence in daily conversation (X2 variable). In other words, 
it can be considered that there is positive and significant comparative study between 
the students’ competence in daily conversation b y using direct method (X1 variable) 
and communicative (X2 variable).  
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

A. The Background of the Problem 

Globalization affects the opening of relations between nations in all fields, 

especially with the advancement of information and communication technology. The 

development of the international sphere in the era of globalization requires the use of 

language for global communication. Language is a tool of communication. It is very 

important for human beings. There is no reason to say that language is less crucial than 

the others for the lives of human. In the process of teaching and learning, language plays 

an important role. Without a language this process cannot be carried out properly. So In 

Webster’s  news Collegiate Dictionary (1981:641) states, “Language is a systematic 

means of communicating ideas or feeling by the use of conventionalized signs, 

sounds, gestures, or marks having understood meaning.”   

Wardaugh (1972:3) stated that, “ language is a system of arbitrary vocal 

symbols by means of which a social group cooperates”. On that  statement, the writer 

considers that language is an oral system of a communication means. 

Crystal (1980:202) states, “Language is a particular variety or level of speech or 

writing and people use language for special purpose”. People use both spoken and written 

language to convey their ideas or feelings in various purposes and reasons. Without using 

a language one can not establish social relationship and interact with others. 
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In addition, Hornby (1995:700) states, “Language is sytem of sound, word 

pattern, etc used by human to communicate thoughts and feelings’.  

In another definition, Pei & Gaynor (1954:119) states,” language is a system 

of communication by sound i.e, through the organs of speech and hearing, among 

human of certain group or community, using vocal symbol possessing arbitrary 

conventional meaning.”  

And according to John Algeo (2005: 2) language is a system of conventional 

vocal signs by means of which human beings communicate. 

Bram’s (1955:2) defines that language as a structured system of arbitrary 

vocal symbols by means of which members of a social group interact. 

We can use more than one language if we learn other languages besides our 

native language. The language that we learn first is called first language. Richards 

(1985:106) says that first language is a person’s mother tongue or the language acquired 

first. The first language may be used to communicate with family members. Other people 

of the same ethnic group or it is the language of the country where we are living. We will 

find problems when we have to speak in the other languages which are different from our 

first language. Therefore, we need to learn second language. The word “Second” in 

Second Language Acquisition may refer to any language that is learned subsequently to 

the mother tongue of first language. Our mother tongue is Indonesia language while other 

language that we want to learn is called Second Language.  

A good comunication between someone to the others can be achieved if they 

are able to use the medium perfectly. If the language they are applying is not 

understood by the speakers, of course, the communication cannot reach the goal.  
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Communication is a process in which a person or persons, groups, 

organizations, and communities to create, and use information in order to connect 

with the environment and other people. In general, communication is done verbally or 

verbally that can be understood by both parties. If no verbal language that can be 

understood by both, communication can still be done using body gestures, showing 

certain attitudes, such as smiling, shook his head, shrugged his shoulders. This 

method is called the language of nonverbal communication.  

 Language is one of the most important things in communication and it is used 

as a toll of communication among the nations in all over the world. As an 

international language, English is very important and has many interrelationships 

with various aspects of life owned by human being. In Indonesia, English considered 

as the first foreign language and taught formally from elementary school up to the 

university level.  

 In English, there are four skills that should be mastered, they are: listening, 

speaking, reading, and writing. The reading skill became very important in the 

education field, students need to be exercised and trained in order to have a good 

reading skill.  

English language is one of foreign language. It becomes very important in 

educational aspect. Because English language includies  several language lesson in 

our country. It has several functions of foreign language; a. international 

communication and study of language, b. language as a system of communication, c. 

the most complex of man’s tool, d. each language is structurally different system. 

(lado, 1961:1) 
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According to Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary (2010: 865) “Language 

is the system of communication in speech and writing that is used by people of a 

particular country or area.” And according to John Algeo (2005: 2) language is a 

system of conventional vocal signs by means of which human beings communicate. 

English is one kinds of languages. As an international language, it used to 

communicate among people in the different country. Like in the Indonesia country, 

english language learned since elementary school. So, it need the best method to 

teachs. In the otherhands we will must know about significance this study, especially 

to the teachers and students. 

According to Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary (2010: 301) 

Communication : the activity or process of expressing ideas and feelings or giving 

people information. Communication is always carried by every person in the world, 

communication is needed by everyone, regardless of the communication will be 

difficult to get an update or something. Communicating should be understood by 

others, lest when we communicate is difficult to understand. Every day also, people 

always do a conversation, a conversation not only in school, or at a market, but the 

conversation always happens everywhere. 

As an international language, it is used to communicate among people in the 

different country. Because of that, it can be an important too that it should be learned 

by the students. 

In our country, English learned since elementary school. Because English is 

not our native language, the students are difficult to learn it, based on that statement, 
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English is taught with many methods to make student easily to learn English as their 

second language.  

According to Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary (2010: 332) 

Conversation an informal talk involving a small group of people or only two; the 

activity of talking in this way. In learning English takes a lot of practice and practice. 

Moreover, the English language is a skill or skills rather than knowledge. 

Conversation is the most basic form of activity undertaken by humans to establish 

contact with each other. In a conversation, people are able to express their thoughts 

and feelings, and it is also, to exchange information to meet their needs. 

Conversation is a multifaceted construct. Thornbury and Slade point that this 

complexity derives from conversation being so ubiquitous in our daily language 

usage (2006:5). In other words, conversation is so intertwined with daily interactions 

that it is difficult to define. Also, various  fields of study have informed conversation: 

linguistics, psychology, anthropology, and sociology (Gumperz, 1999: 98). 

Conversation is one of the most important language skills possessed by 

students who are learning a foreign language. Many people assume that the 

conversation is a difficult skill possessed by both teachers and students. This is 

because in practice, schools speaking skills only apply to the extent the theory: it is 

the implementation and practice are lacking. 

Conversation includes skills that are considered difficult and rarely performed 

by the students. For that conversation in learning should be applied. It aims to 

increase the students to be more active and creative. It is also in the process of 

learning to be monotonous and boring. 
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In general, in daily conversations, both formal and informal conversations to 

follow the rules or patterns that have been agreed upon by both parties, and one of 

these patterns involves matching pair (adjacency pairs) which is a minimal pair that 

became the basis of the formation and the fulfillment of a process conversation.    

Based on the explanation above, that one way to improve the ability to speak 

English is to conduct a conversation. Conversation is indispensable to enhance the 

ability to speak English. Learn to speak English, not simply a theory but it requires a 

lot of practice. And the writer would to know students competence in daily 

conversation by using direct method and communicative language.  

 

B. The Identification of the Problem 

The identification of the problem in writing this thesis is as follows:  

1. The  Field of Study  

The field of the research in writing this thesis is daily conversation. In 

Learning English takes a lot of practice and practice. Moreover, the English 

language is a skills rather than knowledge. Therefore, in daily conversation is very 

important to improve language skills. 

2. The kinds of the problem 

The kinds of the problem of this thesis as as follows: 

a. The students do not practice every day conversation 

b. The students get difficulties in pronunciation 

c. The students are still a little in vocabulary 
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d. The students do not understand that need a lot of practice to learn to 

speak 

The Points above are some problems in the process of learning and 

teaching, especially in speaking or conversation. in fact there are still many 

problems experienced by students in learning English. Therefore, the writer of 

this thesis arranged from the above problems.      

3. The Main of the Problem 

  The main problem of doing research is about the students’ competence 

in daily conversation. Therefore, The researcher tries by using direct method and 

communicative language teaching. 

 

C.  The Limitation of the Problem 

            To avoid run discussion, this study focuses on some concern identified as 

follow: 

1. The subject of study is the  tenth class of the students of SMA Prakarya Santi  

2. The Object of study is the students competence in daily conversation  

4. The methods of collecting data are observation, interview and test 

5. The data analysis is quantitative approach 

 

D. The Questions of the Research 

The questions of the research in writing this thesis are as follows: 

1. How is the students’ competence in daily conversation by using direct 

method? 
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2. How is the students’ competence in daily conversation by using 

communicative language teaching? 

3. Is there any positive and significant comparative study between the students’ 

competence in daily convesation by using direct method and communicative 

language teaching? 

 

E. The Aims of the Research 

The aims of the research in writing this thesis are as follows: 

1. To find out the students’ competence in daily conversation by using direct 

method? 

2. To find out the students’ competence in daily conversation by using 

communicative language teaching? 

3.  To find out if there is any positive and significant comparative study between 

the students’ competence in daily conversation by using direct method and 

communicative language teaching? 

 

 

F. The Usefulness of the Research  

 The usefulness of the research is hoped to be able to increase the developing 

of language learning; especially in increasing the students competence in daily 

conversation, especially in speaking. 
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