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ABSTRACT 

 

RizqiaAsysyifa. 1410130150: The Influence of Discussion Technique on The Students’ 

Ability in Reading Narrative Text at The Second Grade of SMP 

MuhammadiyahLemahabangKabupaten Cirebon. 

 

Reading is not as easy as what people think because it is not only read a sentence and 

say it out to others but also we have to understand the content of the reading text and its 

purpose. The main problem of the research are the difficulties of students in reading 

comprehension of English text and students feel unconfident to saysomething to the 

teacher that should be overcome by certain strategy. This research using discussion 

technique to gave evidence that strategy can increase students’ ability in reading narrative 

text. 

The reseach is designed as quasi experimental which taken place in SMP 

MuhammadiyahLemahabangKabupaten Cirebon. Were population at second grade are 60 

students, then taken for sample such as 30 students as control class and 30 students as 

experimental class. The technique of collecting data used by test,which is multiple choice 

test. Try out Instrument test used by validity, reliabillity, difficulty index, and 

discrimination index. And the technique of analysis data used by t-test and SPSS 18.0 for 

window.  

The result of calculated by independent sample t-test based on making decision 

hypothesis above that shows the obtained sig. (2-tailed) = 0.000 < 0.05. It means that there 

is significant differences. Then, tcountwas 3.767 while the critical value of tcount was higher 

than ttable (tcount 3.767 >ttable 1.672, r = 0, 435 indicates the effect size as large. It can be 

concluded the alternative hypothesis Ho is rejected or Ha is accepted, there is positive and 

significant influence of discussion technique on the students’ ability in reading narrative 

text at the second grade of SMP MuhammadiyahLemahabang. 

In teaching and learning process using discussion technique can increase students’ 

ability in  readingnarrative text based on the result of reasearch. Discussion technique can 

be used as an alternative strategy in learning English. In order that students are interested, 

active and being motivated students to learn independently, then increase students’ability 

in reading narrative text. 
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ABSTRACT 

Rizqia Asysyifa. 1410130150: The Influence of Discussion Technique on The Students’ Ability in 

Reading Narrative Text at The Second Grade of SMP Muhammadiyah Lemahabang Kabupaten 

Cirebon. 

Reading is not as easy as what people think because it is not only read a sentence and say 

it out to others but also we have to understand the content of the reading text and its purpose. In 

SMP Muhammadiyah Lemahabang the students feel unconfident to say something to the teacher 

that should be overcome by certain strategy. In the other hand, the students are limp and lazy 

when faced the assignment of English text. There are several reason the students look like that 

because the students feel English language is hard to understand, there are many words that does 

not know it is mean because the students are unfamiliar with the word used in the reading text, 

beside that the students lacking of vocabularies, many English words are difficult to read, to 

know what it means take a long time to translate first and the students may not have such 

motivation to read because the text is not interesting and sometime the text is too long.  

This research used discussion technique to find out the students’ ability in reading 

narrative text at experiment and control class. The other that this research find out the influence 

of Discussion Technique on the students’ ability in reading narrative text at the second grade of 

SMP Muhammadiyah Lemahabang Kabupaten Cirebon 

The reseach is designed as quasi experimental. Were population at second grade are 60 

students, then taken for sample such as 30 students as control class and 30 students as 

experimental class. The technique of collecting data used by test, which is multiple choice test. 

Try out Instrument test used by validity, reliabillity, difficulty index, and discrimination index. 

And the technique of analysis data used by t-test and SPSS 18.0 for window. The result of 

calculated by independent sample t-test based on making decision hypothesis above that shows 

the obtained sig. (2-tailed) = 0.000 < 0.05. It means that there is significant differences. Then, 

tcount was 3.767 while the critical value of tcount was higher than ttable (tcount 3.767 > ttable 1.672, r = 

0, 435 indicates the effect size as large. It can be concluded the alternative hypothesis Ho is 

rejected or Ha is accepted, there is positive and significant influence of discussion technique on 

the students’ ability in reading narrative text at the second grade of SMP Muhammadiyah 

Lemahabang.  

The students’ ability in reading narrative text at control class which is the class not used 

treatment. The result of mean score pre test is 57.57  included “bad” ctegory. While mean score 

post test is 64.13 included “madium” category. The students’ ability in reading narrative text at 

experimantal class after using discussion technique. The result of mean score pre test is 58.17 

include “bad” category. While mean score post test is 72.33 included “good” category. The 

students score post test at experimental higher than studenst score post test at control class. There 

is positive and significant influence of using discussion technique on the student’s ability in 

reading narrative text. The result of calculated by independent sample t-test based on making 

decision hypothesis above that shows the obtained sig. (2-tailed) = 0.000 < 0.05. It means that 

there is significant differences. Then, tobt was 3.767 while the critical value of tcrit was higher than 

ttable (tobt 3.767 > tcrit 1.672, r = 0, 435 indicates the effect size as large. The result shows that the 

alternative hypothesis Ho is rejected or Ha is accepted. In the other word, there is positive and 

significant influence of discussion technique on the students’ ability in reading narrative text at 

the second grade of SMP Muhammadiyah Lemahabang Kabupaten Cirebon. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

1.1 The Background of The Research 

Reading is a process of how we getting meaning and information from what we 

see, for example from text and symbols. Reading can be taught as a way to draw 

information from the text and to form an interpreting information requires the work 

of brain actively (Grabe and Stoller, 2002: 4). The other hand, reading is very useful 

in human’s life, because by reading someone would know about the world without 

have to go to around the world. But in fact, reading is not as easy as what people 

think because it is not only read a sentence and say it out to others but also we have 

to understand the content of the reading text and its purpose. 

In learning English, reading is not only able to read the words in a text but to 

comprehended  the content of a text. Reading comprehension is the ability to 

construct a meaning from the text. The reader should be able constructing the 

meaning internally from interacting with the material that is read. So for students, 

they are expected not only be able to read the text but rather than reading with 

comprehension. Because the fundamental goal for any reading activity is knowing 

the language, includes comprehending or understanding (Kustaryo, 1988: 1). 

In the first observation (on 7-9 of March 2015) at SMP Muhammadiyah 

Lemahabang Kabupaten Cirebon the teaching and learning process of English 

subject were focused on the teacher’s centered strategy. The researcher has found 

some of problems in teaching and learning process especially in reaading 

comprehension. The first, during teaching and learning process the students who pay 

attention only a few of students, other students there were chatting, joking and 

sleepy. There are several factors that influence such as the teacher explained the 

material according to the book, the teacher present of material the teacher often just 

explain unassisted with media, too serious in teaching and learning process and then 

the students do not understand the explanation that teachers use full English too fast. 

Whereas the teacher present the material with something interesting like story 

telling. It would be more interesting and students will more pay attention to the 

material so that easy to understand. In fact, most of the students do not pay attention 

to the teacher’s explanation when the teacher just gives the students a text of reading. 
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So that learning is not boring more interesting if the teacher uses different methods in 

teaching and learning process. Because teaching method will influence the studens 

learning achievement (Harmer, 1995:65). 

In the other hand, the students are limp and lazy when faced the assignment of 

English text. There are several reason the students look like that because the students 

feel English language is hard to understand, there are many words that does not know 

it is mean because the students are unfamiliar with the word used in the reading text, 

bedise that the students lacking of vocabularies, many English words are difficult to 

read, to know what it means take a long time to translate first and the students may 

not have such motivation to read because the text is not interesting and sometime the 

text is too long. 

Moreover the students still feel difficult to understand the content of English 

text, they feel when to undertand the content of the text should be transtlate first to 

indonesian language that needs so long time and sometimes  the students feel 

embarrassed when they want to ask the teacher as a consequence they do not 

undestand the material and their habit of embarrassed to ask. In the other hand, most 

students just read the text but they could not catch the meaning of what they have 

read. So that in teaching and learning process the teacher should be creative use the 

learning strategy that can support the students are not shy to ask and easy to 

understand lesson, especially in reading comprehension and the media that are 

relevan with materials such as projector, video, picture, and several thing around the 

class that can make the students spirit, fun and interesting in teaching and learning 

English. 

When the teacher gives students the chance to ask about what lessons they 

have not understood, the students just silent and did not ask. Besides the contrary 

when the teacher asks to the students after explain the topic that aims to determine 

student understanding, only one or two people who bold to answer. In fact, many 

students who want to ask what they do not understand, but because it is not bold and 

shy then the students just shut up. Answer questions orally sometimes make students 

fear and shame to answer due to the fear of wrong answers, different from the others. 

To achieve the goal of learning, the teacher should to choose a method of 

teaching appropriate the sub subject in learning to be efficient in traching and 

learning process where the students become understanding and more interested in 

learning English. Because learning methods are methods or techniques presentation 
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of lesson material that will be used by the teacher at the time of presenting the lesson 

material, either individually or in groups (Sabri, 2005: 52). Learning methods also 

affect the success of student learning. If teachers choose methods appropriate to the 

material that will be taught to be more effective in achieve learning objectives in 

teaching and learning process. 

In treaching and learning process, teachers should be able to use a variety of 

teaching methods in the learning process that can create both active learning 

atmosphere and fun. One of The model can be used to increase student activity, fun 

and creative power led students is discussion technique. As Zaini (2008:17) state that 

discussion technique is the way that do not frighten can be used to know requirement 

and expection the students. 

Discussion technique is structured and focused to make sure that learning is 

taking place. The teacher chooses the groups to reflect a diversity of viewpoint, 

abilities, gender and other characteristic. Discussion technique create the classroom 

community which involves students in a kind of interdependence whereby 

responsible for different aspect of content and teaching in other members of group. 

The group work is not complete until its entire member has masters the content. 

Furthermore, individual learning is reinforced as a result of explaining the content to 

others. 

Discussion technique is one of active learning strategy in learning English. 

Active learning is a teaching strategy that involves students in the learning process 

rather than seeing them as passive recipients. As Silberman (2013: 10) state that 

active learning is fast-paced, fun, supportive, and personally engaging. Often, 

participants are out of their seats, moving and thinking aloud. 

According to Vianata (2012:2) state that discussion technique is design that 

provides opportunity for Discussion between teacher and students, and students to 

students. It is strategies that centre a shared conversation discussions and exchange of 

ideas in class. It gives opportunity for all to sit and listen, as well as talk and think, 

thus, emphasizing the process of ‘’ coming to know ‘’ as valuable as ‘’ knowing the 

right answers. 

From the statemnet above learning English through using discussion technique 

gives influence on the students ability in reading narrative text because submission of 

discussion technique will be challenged to speak up indirectly they have the 

opportunity to understand the subject matter (Silberman, 2013:156). Thus, 
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researchers used discussion technique in learning reading because it can improve 

student’ ability, so the researcher conducted research under the title The Influence of 

Discussion Technique on The Students’ Ability in Reading Narrative Text at The 

Second Grade of SMP Muhammadiyah Lemahabang Kabupaten Cirebon. 

 

1.2 The Formulation of The Problem 

1.2.1 The Identification of The Problem 

The researcher identify of the problem in this research are described as 

following bellows: 

1.2.1.1 The Field of The Research 

The field of the research in this thesis is method of teaching, 

discussing students‘ ability in reading narrative text using discussion 

technique. 

1.2.1.2 The Approach of The Research 

The researcher using a quantitative approach in the research. 

According to Ary et al(2010:20) stated that quantitative research 

uses objective measurement to gather numeric data that are used to 

answer question or test predetermined hypothesis. Based on state 

above, quantitative approach uses formula of statistic to calculate the 

data of research findings to help in calculation and interpretation of 

the data.  

1.2.1.3 The Kinds of The Problem 

The kind of the problem in writing this thesis is about method 

of teaching concentrating on reading narrative text, such as: 

1. The students less pay attention to the teacher's explanation. 

2. The students are limp and lazy to read English text. 

3. The students feel difficult in reading comprehension of the text. 

4. The students feel unconfident to ask questions to the teacher. 

1.2.1.4 The Main Problem 

The main problem in writing this thesis are: 

1) The indication that the learning process is not really enough 

interesting. Students only receive the material that given by the 

teacher so their interest and motivation in learning are less. 
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2)  The teacher put a half on theory rather than practice, learning 

strategies are enough interesting but not perfect, whereas learning 

strategies is a piece of learning art that will continue to grow 

(Chatib, 2012: 128). 

3) Sometimes teachers find any difficulties and have not yet to design 

attractive and appropriate learning strategies so the students will 

be bored. 

1.2.2 Delimitation of The Problem 

1.2.2.1 Discussion Technique 

Many kinds of strategies that can be used by teachers in 

teaching and learning process such as contextual teaching-learning, 

Quantum teaching-learning, Active Learning, Mastery learning, 

Discovery-inquiry learning, and cooperative learning. 

In this research, the researcher using discussion technique on 

students reading narrative text. According to Silberman (2012:156) 

Discussion technique will be challenged to give ideas because they 

have the opportunity to speak up and share, so they can be 

understand the material being taught. 

1.2.2.2 Reading Comprehension 

The researcher conducted the research focused on reading 

narrative text in accordance with the problems identified that the 

students feel difficult to understand the content of English reading 

and the students feel unconfident to speak up infront of class. 

Therefore, the researcher used discussion technique to increase 

ability on the students reading narrative text. 

1.2.2.3 The Unit of The Re search 

The researcher conducted of the research in SMP 

Muhammadiyah Lemahabang Kabupaten Cirebon. Were the 

researcher found the problem in teaching and learning process. 

1.2.2.4 The Responden of The Research 

The respondent of the research in SMP Muhammadiyah 

Lemahabang Kabupaten Cirebon are one of English teacher and the 

second grade of students. The researcher used two classes to do the 
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research. The first class of  30 students as experimental class  and the 

second class of 30 students as control class. 

1.2.2.5 The Sub Subject 

The researcher chosen narrative text as sub subject in the 

research. Narrative text is one of kinds text types. It is an 

imaginative story to entertain the people. Beside narrative can 

entertain the reader, narrative also has a place to influence, to present 

the writer‘s written. It supported by Knapp & Watkins (2005: 221) 

that narrative has powerful social role beyond that of being a 

medium for entertainment, for changing social opinions and attitude. 

1.2.3 The Questions of The Research 

The questions of the research in writing thesis are as following belows: 

1. How far is the students’ ability in reading narrative text at control class? 

2. How far is the students’ ability in reading narrative text at experimental 

class? 

3. Is there influence of Discussion Technique on the students’ ability in 

reading narrative text at the second grade of SMP Muhammadiyah 

Lemahabang Kabupaten Cirebon? 

 

1.3 The Aims of The Research 

The aims of the research in writing this thesis are as follow: 

1. To find out the students’ ability in reading narrative text at control class. 

2. To find out the students’ ability in reading narrative text at experimental class. 

3. To find out influence of Discussion Technique on the students’ ability in reading 

narrative text at the second grade of SMP Muhammadiyah Lemahabang 

Kabupaten Cirebon. 

 

1.4 The Significance of The Research 

This research has two significances are theoritically and practically as 

following belows: 

1.4.1 Theoritically 

Theoritically or academic benefits, The researcher hopefully this 

research provides to additional  knowledge and references to related the 

research about the influence of discussion technique on the students ability in 
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reading narrative text. Moreover, this research can be used as a comparison in 

conducting research in the future. 

1.4.2 Practically 

1. For Students 

They get new learning strategy that can support in learning process exactly 

English subject through discussion technique in the subtopic of narrative 

text. 

2. For Teachers 

Giving information that many strategies should take in learning English, 

one of themis discussion technique. Hopefully, the teacher is able to find 

out other learning strategy and practice it in their teaching. 

3. For Researcher 

To prove the learning strategy that discussion technique has an influence 

on the students‘ reading narrative text. 

4. For School 

Provide input for the school to make improvements to the learning process 

of English subject in particular and other subjects in generally. 

 



73 
 

CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS 

 

5.1 Conclusion 

The researcher have been collecting the data analyzing of the research finding 

used by SPSS v 18.0 about the influence of using discussion technique on the 

student’s ability in reading narrative text at the second grade of SMP 

MuhammadiyahLemahabangKabupaten Cirebon. There are some conclusions based 

on the result of the data of thr research, as the following below: 

1. The students’ ability in reading narrative text at control class which is the class not 

used treatment. The result of mean score pre test is 57.57  included “bad” ctegory. 

While mean score post test is 64.13 included “madium” category. 

2. The students’ ability in reading narrative text at experimantal class after using 

discussion technique. The result of mean score pre test is 58.17 include “bad” 

category. While mean score post test is 72.33 included “good” category. The 

students score post test at experimental higher than studenst score post test at 

control class. 

3. There is positive and significant influence of using discussion technique on the 

student’s ability in reading narrative text. The result of calculated by independent 

sample t-test based on making decision hypothesis above that shows the obtained 

sig. (2-tailed) = 0.000 < 0.05. It means that there is significant differences. Then, 

tobt was 3.767 while the critical value of tcrit was higher than ttable(tobt 3.767 >tcrit 

1.672, r = 0, 435 indicates the effect size as large. The result shows that the 

alternative hypothesis Ho is rejected or Ha is accepted. In the other word, there is 

positive and significant influence of discussion technique on the students’ ability 

in reading narrative text at the second grade of SMP 

MuhammadiyahLemahabangKabupaten Cirebon. 

 

5.2 Suggestion  

This sub point is presented the suggestion for the reader. Based on the 

discussion and research findings, the researcher can interpret some suggestion 

which is advantage for students, teacher, and other researchers. Here are some 

suggestion: 



74 
 

1. The strategy of using discussion technique in teaching and learning is one of 

the alternative strategies that can apply in classroom to increase students’ 

interest in reading narrative text. 

2. There are some important points for the teachers to begin the teaching process. 

Before the teacher are going to teach, they should prepare to give apperception 

and motivation for students to be active and ready for studying and getting 

new knowledge from the teachers. 

3. For further researcher, this strategy can apply in other sub topic and other 

variables of reading narrative text in the second grade of junior high school in 

order that the teacher should apply more various strategies in teaching. 
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