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-Jucation Reform and TEFL (Teaching English as a Foreign Language) i
Indonesian Context - i

Udin Kamiluddin

o refers o reorienttation of educational goals, It is formulated to achicoe such ideal goals as cul
o the ransmission o SuCoeSstve generations of the accurmulated resources of the cultue ﬁs.‘m;”s n_; I;;r;:
ule productively and responsibly, in their turn, as members of the workforce and of the lar ey i :
: ol is the devolopmient of individual students to enable them fo achieve their potential as }mﬂrﬁ ys
oclop ariginl. and possibly droergent, skills a_!lr.l ideas. More specifically, in the context of TEFL in !mimrsi:
c.mation is practioal oriented instrction imveolving four language skills (listening, speaking, readin “,.,,}
) 1t is fo de-em phasize theory in favour of commurication skills. Stressing on theoretical aspects m Iuniunge
 cqused students to be less skillful in applying language as means of communication, a tool for thinking, and a
% ieation. This paper addresses fwo major issues: the extent to which English serves as a global language and
pecer during English class and possible solutions for the existing matters.
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Learning is a process that begins as soon as the conceptions begin. Parallel to

s is what the holy prophet saying reveals: “Seek knowledge from the cradle to the

ve.” Moreover, another tradition says: Seek knowledge even though it is found in
China. The two indicated that learning is long life process of education. However,
understanding some definitions of education is essential prior to further discussion.
john Dewey as cited in Alwasilah, said: education is a process of forming intellectual
and emotional fundamental skills on nature and among human beings. Education is a
process of communicating values, experience, and skills i.e. cognitive, affective, and
psycho motor faculties. Language is the most important tool for communication.
Moreover, education is making language to be useful in transforming experience and
or other culture. In addition, Arief Rahman says: as a process, education means
transformation of knowledge, attitudes, and skills. Hence, the goals of educational
achievement should be oriented towards attitudes, values, and skill development, as
well as knowledge acquisition (Rahman: 2004:1).

In a broader term, education serves a dual purpose, for the individuals and
the other for society. Individual potentials including physical, inteliectual, moral,
spiritual, and emotional are drawn out, cultivated, and developed through a proper
education. In the words of Socrates, a teacher is a midwife since his or her role is to
draw out the innate capacity of a child. What o draw and how soon can a teacher
'_1raw out those capacities it relies on his skill and ability. It is for this reason very
important to conduct teacher’s training for the betterment of education quality.
Another important role of education is to transmit and transform cultural values, and
legacy of » particular society. Gordon Wells in his work “Dialogic Inquiry: Towards a
%C\Iltuml Praciice and Theory of Education” stated that education serves two
Prime goals. First is cultural reproduction-the transmission to successive generations
of the accumulated resources of the cultue so that they will be able to contribute
wfly and responsibly, in their turn, as members of the workforce and of the
them 1 Y- The second goal is the devolopment of individual students to enable

€ 10 achieve their potentil as human beings and to develop original, and possibl
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s i i]n_‘s_t;..'s A num
This paper adt - :
F'(‘ui!h' {'hwh.ﬂh—'? 2. What 15 gons tan
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and economy tiUV:?l"Pnlf::ce President of International Division Educationa]
~a former b(,ntc‘l‘:r fersey, USA highlighted a number of reasons of
3 Fir:s: is that English serves a valued commodity,
e 1st century. It has become
It is a tool of global commerce and communication to the 2 : ry % a
il ' i le. It is spoken as a mother tongue by more than
second language of a country or peop : by more than 167 millio
341 millions people, and spoken as a foreign language DY o oilrieat] o
people around the world. It is the common laﬂg“f’ge_ ot education, ‘reseraiiy
economics, and politics. Finally, the Economist magazine of August 5’_ 2004,
published: “..... in much of the world, knowledge of English has become a basic skill
of modern hife compared with the ability to drive a car or use a personal computer.”
(2004: 1-2).
Indonesia is a densely populated country of more than 235 millions people. It
is a country of multi ethnics and has a great number of regional languages. In 1960s
and 1970s, the government invested much in education resulting in the increase of
literacy rate. The literacy rate was higher than in those countries with comparable per
capita irl1come ,".\ statistic revealed the overall literacy rate in 2003 was 88%, male
literacy is 92.5% ..:.u'i female literacy reaches 84.1%. However, the economy crisis hit
the South East Asian countries, with no exception of Indonesia, in 1990s. The economy
conc?:honst: of the country worsened the standard of living, as well as educational
services, for example teachers’ salary at secondary schools dropped drastically
texbook shortages, and less adequate iliti ’
worsened such education l'e’g' I Cttf]p; i ) Moreavet 1S
. quality as in the field of teachi i
189 university graduates showed 16% i Enghsh. i survey of more
e of them have good profici in i ]
language. Another survey to university graduates s P 1c1.enq_f in international
companies revealed 85% of them showed Eap;? e rieb o el
Poor English language skill (Ekawahyu,

1999: 61). Indonesia is one of the bi; .
f " est countries in the w . %
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Some salient characteristics of the people of the developed and rich countries

are as follows:

Ethics, as a basic principle

Integrity

Responsibility

Respect to the laws and rules

Respect to the rights of other citizens

Work loving

Strive for saving and investment

Will of super action

9. Punctuality (Rukman, 2004: 7).

10. Openness

11. Democratic
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(N T wiively. through doing, rather than through tocusing on the
R | ot (Nan o [

::.“\- ching shoukd be practical oriented iny olving four language skills
. h%‘. spvaking, reading, and writing). In the words of Alwasilah, it = hgh
3 htt‘. cmphasize theory in favour of communication skills (The Jakarta Post
Pﬁ‘% May 2 2004). Stressing on theoretical aspects in Lme;-.ugv_ teaching caused our

- be fess skalltnl in applving language as meane of sommunication, a

I tﬁ% w tor thinking, and a tool of civilzation. To produce a skillful anguage leamer,

Viwastlah stated further that a number of ways in teaching language may be
ooducad. for example  public speaking.  debating, role playing, paper
wesenting, and essay writing H-.mut;h these activities, the students are trained
o develop critwal thinking, be opea-minded to acvept criticism and differences
r the context of Indonesia. this model of taching is important tor Indonesia is
multcultural and multiracial country. And moreover, they are treined o be
fluent communicators (May 2 2004)

L Understand the students” sty of fearning. Their onlentation fowards armning

L Gude the students how to learn what

3 Develop contextual learning through role play, games, and other cngovable
actvilns

& Ureate independent thinking and work.

Develop equalites among the keamers culturally, ethnically, and raciaily

5§ Provide activities for students to involve in real life setting

_ §  Make some innovations and follow new method of teaching that maiches the

- kamers.

A 10 Encourage students to express thess wdeas and concepes

11 Enhance the existing Teacher Developmet Program (Flores, 2000 1-3).

Classroom activities to be taken to account:

. 1hﬂ-uapu.¢mmqummuuamw
kearming Socond language acquisition is similar o that of first language acquiiton
where there may not be conscious awareness that loarning is taking place. In other
“WW&M:WM rether. it is an acguired skill.
O the other hand, language karning means sysiem: of language instruction in
Which learning grammar rubes. by such techniques as paper and pencil activitios

» LT Prior o students internalizing the new language
| “M, in the use of language s used o reinforce language.
% The whole body is revogrnized as an excelhent tool for language soquesion
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