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ABSTRACT

MAMAT ROHMAT : “THE STUDENTS’ DIFFICULTIES AND THEIR
SOLUTIONS IN LEARNING “TO BE” : A study of
the first year students of SMPN [ Sindangwangi
Majalengka”

“To be” is one of the important factors among many grammatical properties
in English grammatical system. It becomes the basic properties of the nominal
sentence, progressive tense, passive voice, and some other structural formations. This
phenomenon sets up an important study of the students’ difficulties and their solution
in learning “to be” that is faced by students. In this respect, the writer finds that the
first year students of SMPN [ Sindangwangi Majalengka hang around with such
problems so that it is interesting to hold the study in that school.

In line with the aims of the research, the writer states three questions of the -
research namely: first, how is the first year students’ ability in using “to be”? Second,
what types of the students’ difficulties in leaming ‘to be’ commonly occur? And
third, what solutions do the students commonly take?

There are three aims to be achieved from this research: first, to get the data
of the students’ abilities in using ‘to be’; second, to get the data of the types of the
students’ difficulties in learning to be.; and third, to get the data of the solutions that
commonly taken by the students.

Along the research, the writer takes the quantitative approach. There are two
types of data that are taken as the basis of the analysis namely, the qualitative and
quantitative data. The writer obtained the data by giving the students a set of test and
questionnaires and also by conducting an interview and observation.

Based on the data analysis the writer finds that the students’ ability in using
“to be” is fairly bad. It is chiefly indicated by the average score of the test results that
only reach the point 53 (the maximum point is 100). However, the students’
difficulties almost range equally in all classified types. The data analysis illustrates
that the percentages of the students who correctly answer the problems are nearly the
same in the bad scores. This includes “to be” as ordinary verbs, “to be” as auxiliary
verb, and “to be” in additional functions. The data analysis of the respondents’
responses towards the questionnaires shows that the “deductive discovery” is the
commonest type of solution taken by the students. The average score for this type is
71.2. However, the solution of the “guided discovery” tends to be the least common
one as it only reaches the score 52.9.
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