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ABSTACT 

Devi Indah Haryani :  The Correlation between The Students‟ Response of The 

Application of The Total Physical Response (TPR) and 

The Students‟ Achievement in English Command at the 

Fifth Grade of SD Negeri Sukamelang 1 Indramayu. 

Generally, English in our country is one of the subjects considered still 

difficult for students to study. Besides, one of the main point in learning English is 

Method of Teaching. All of the schools in Indonesia using the same curriculum but to 

increase the interest of students to the English subject is required creativity of the 

teacher‟s creative in presenting material using the variety of teaching methods either 

by using the TPR. In this situation, the writer is of the opinion that the TPR method is 

supported to be the suitable method to implement Curriculum-Based Competency. 

Total Physical Response is one of the English teaching approaches and 

methods developed (Dr. James Asher). It has been applied for almost thirty years. 

This method attempts to center attention to encouraging learners to listen and 

response to the target language commands of their teacher. 

The aims of this research are to find out the data about the students‟ response 

of the application of the TPR, to find out the data about the students‟ achievement in 

English command, and to find out the data about the correlation between the students‟ 

response of the application of the TPR and the students‟ achievement in English 

command. 

The writer uses the quantitative approach in this research. In collecting the 

data the writer uses some techniques namely, observation, interview, questionnaire 

and test. To analyze the data, the writer uses the formula of product moment 

correlation. 

The result of the study indicated that the students‟ response of application of 

TPR is good and the students‟ achievement in English command is good also (based 

on the test). This study can be concluded that the average score of the students‟ 

response of application of TPR is 40. It can be considered as “sufficient or enough”. 

Meanwhile, the the average score of the students‟ achievement in English command 

is 80. It can be considered as “very good”. Based on the correlation analysis, it can be 

known that the computation result of the correlation between the application of TPR 

(X variable) and the students‟ achievement in English command (Y variable) is 0.72. 

It can be considered as “good”. It means that there is positive and significant 

correlation between the students‟ response of the application of the TPR and the 

students‟ achievement in English command. So, the research hypothesis (H1) is 

accepted and the alternate hypothesis (H0) is rejected. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. The Background of The Problem 

Language is the system of communication in speech and writing that used by 

people of a particular country (Oxford Advanced Learner‟s Dictionary). 

According to Douglas Brown (2000: 5) “language is a system of arbitrary 

conventionalized vocal, written, or gestural symbols that enable members of a 

given community to communicate intelligibly with one another”. 

English as an international language is used by people to do activities, such as 

work, politics, education, and technology. Especially in education, English is one 

of the materials in schools. In Indonesia, English is a foreign language taught at 

school in every level, from elementary to university. Therefore, English is very 

important to be learnt by students. Most of the students consider that English is as 

a difficult school subject. In the fact, it is true based on the writer‟s experience 

when teaching English in MTsN Babakan Ciwaringin Cirebon on macro teaching 

(PPL II). 

The problem that the writer has got from the writer‟s experience on macro 

teaching (PPL II) is that many students are less in responding and understanding 

about imperative sentences exactly in “command” which or when the teacher says 

it in English. And that is why become the problem in writing this thesis.  So, in 

learning English needed a special way where students become interested in 



 
 

learning English. This way is by using TPR method to the students‟ achievement 

in English command.   

Asher (1986 : 110) defines that “ The TPR method is a language learning 

method based on the coordination of speech and action. It is useful technique in 

developing listening comprehension through motor activities. In this method, the 

students may listen and respond to the spoken target language of their teacher. A 

language learning approach based on the relation between language and its 

physical representation or execution; emphasizes the use of physical activity for 

increasing meaningful learning opportunities and language retention”. 

In this situation, the TPR method that is supposed to be suitable method to 

solve the students‟ difficulties to achieve command from the teacher because they 

are many students that are less in understanding and responding about imperative 

sentences exactly “command sentence” when the teacher only says it in English. 

Based on explanation above, the writer is interested in studying and analyzing how 

is the application of TPR metode and the students‟ difficulties to achieve 

command sentence, so the writer take the title: “THE CORRELATION 

BETWEEN THE TOTAL PHYSICAL RESPONSE (TPR) AND THE 

STUDENTS‟ ACHIEVEMENT IN ENGLISH COMMAND AT FIFTH GRADE 

OF SD NEGERI SUKAMELANG 1  INDRAMAYU ”. 

 

 

 



 
 

B. The Identification of The Problem 

The writer has divided the identification of the problem into three  parts: 

1. The Field of The Research 

The field of the Research in writing this thesis is concerning method of 

teaching. 

2. The Kinds of The Problem 

 There are many problems in English especially about students‟ achievement 

on English command through TPR method that actually used in this case. Then, 

here the researcher would like to mention the kinds of problem: 

a. The students are less excited on a method that is used by the teacher in 

teaching  about English command. 

b. The students do not understand about English command that the teacher says 

in English. 

c. The students are not responding the teacher is saying about command when 

she or he says it in English. 

 So, from the matters above,the teacher has to understand what the students 

need to achieve toward instructional objectives. These things are supposed to be 

their difficulties in the process of teaching and learning English or can also be 

considered as the kind of the problem in writing this thesis. 

3. The Main of The Problem 

The main problem of this thesis is the students‟ difficulties in achieving the 

students of command sentence and to find out the suitable method. 



 
 

C. The Limitation of The Problem 

To achieve the purpose of writing this thesis, the writer would like to limit the 

material only in the application of TPR and the students achievement in English 

command. 

D. The Questions of The Research 

There are three questions as written below : 

1. How is the students‟ response of the application of the TPR? 

2. How is the students‟ achievement in English command? 

3. Is there any positive and significant correlation between the application of the 

TPR and the students‟ achievement in English command? 

E. The Aims of The Research 

The aims of research can be seen below : 

1. To find out the students‟ response of the application of the TPR. 

2. To find out the students‟ achievement in English command. 

3. To find out positive and significant correlation between the application of the 

TPR and the students‟ achievement in English command. 

F. The Use of The Research 

The research product is hoped to be able to increase the developing of 

language learning, especially in increasing the method of teaching and the 

students‟ achievement in English command. 
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