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ABSTRACT

“TATANG SUHERMAN : “THE SYNTACTIC FUNCTIONS AND
CATEGORIES OF THE PHRASAL VERBS : A
content analysis in thie published academic articles of
The Jakarta Post in the period of May 2004”

The syntactic functions and categories of the phrasal verbs are theoretical
descriptions concerning with the structural classification of linguistic constructions.
The important work of this research is to identify the manifest content of irregular
syntactic patterns of the phrasal verbs in the academic newspaper articles. However,
the analysis was not only conducted from the perspective of syntax but also from the
semantic aspects concerning with the meanings of the phrasal verbs.

In line with the aims of the research, the writer states three questions of the
research: first, how are the syntactic functions and categories of the phrasal verbs;
second, how are the syntactic functions and categories of the phrasal verb
constituents; and third, how are the meanings of the phrasal verbs.

There are three aims to be achieved from this research: first, to identify the
syntactic functions and categories of the phrasal verbs; second, to identify the
syntactic functions and categories of the phrasal verbs; and third, to find out the
meanings of the phrasal verbs.

Along the research, the writer takes the descriptive approach. The writer
obtained the data by holding a documentation study as he accessed the host of The
Jakarta Post in the internet web site namely http/:www.thejakartapost.com in June,
2004. The writer took 4 academic articles containing 18 sentences with the phrasal
verb constructions. The sentences are analyzed by using a content analysis technique
to identify the manifest syntactic contents of the phrasal verbs in the sentence
structure.

The writer identifies that of the 18 sentences, 14 phrasal verbs realizes the
functions of predicator and are categorized as verb phrases. The rest 4 phrasal verbs
realized the functions of complement and are categorized as infinitive (2) and gerund

- phrases (2). . It means that the major syntactic functions realized by the phrasal verbs
are the predicator, while it is very possible that the phrasal verb realizes different
syntactic functions depending on the position in a sentence formation. The writer
further identifies that the syntactic functions and categories of the phrasal verb
constituents apply the same syntactic patterns. The syntactic functions and categories -
of the head and the modifier of the phrase are realized by the syntactic categorles of

“the lexical verbs and the adverbial particles. Whereas, there are two different types of
meanings of the phrasal verbs, the single and multiple meanings. Of the 18 phrasal
verbs, 7 phrasal verbs have only one meaning and the rest 11 phrasal verbs have more
than one meaning.
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PREFACE

In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful. Praise be to Allah,
the Cherisher and Sustainer of the world. The writer would like to express his sincere
grétitu‘de that he could eventually finish this thesis on time. May Shala\;vat and Salam
always be devoted to our prophet Muhammad SAW; may Allah blesses and gives the
prophet peace.

The thesis entitled in “THE SYNTACTIC FUNCTIONS AND
CATEGORIES OF THE PHRASAL VERBS : A content analysis in the
published academic articles of The Jakarta Post in the period of May 2004”, is a
descriptive research which applies a content analysis technique to identify the
syntactic functions and categories of the phrasal verbs in the published academic
articles of The Jakarta Post in the period of May 2004. )

During the process of the arrangement of this thesis, the writer
respectively received so many valuable contributions from the outsiders who gave
their time, thinking, and energy to always support the writer in writing the thesis.
Hence, the writer would like to express his sincere gratitude to them, namely:

'1. DR. H. Imron Abdullah, M.Ag., the Chairman of STAIN Cirebon.

2. Drs. Idad Ahmad Riyadi, M.Pd., the Chairman of Tarbiyah Faculty
of STAIN Cirebon. L

3. Drs. Deden Sudirman, M.Pd., the Chaiirman of English Educétion
Department of the" tarbiyah Faculty of STAIN Cirebon.

4. Drs. Dedi Djubaedi, M.A, the first supervisor who guided, advised,

helped, and gave motivation to the writer.



5. Drs. Sukenda, M.Ed., the second supervisor who guided, advised,
helped, and gave motivation to the writer.
6. All the lecturers and staffs of STAIN Cirebon for their valuable
contributions: ' '
Finally, the writer sincerely hopes that all their noble contribution will be
worthily rewarded by Allah SWT.
However, it should be noted that this thesis is still far from being perfect.

Therefore, the writer absolutely welcomes to some comments dealing with the

contents of this thesis.

Cirebon, February, 2005

The writer
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