FOSTERING LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY THROUGH
“CEFR” BASED DIGITAL NARRATIVES FOR JUNIOR HIGH
SCHOOL: A DEEP DIVE INTO GUNUNG JATTI’S “PUSER
BUMI FOLKLORE”

A THESIS
Submitted to the English Language Teaching Department of Tarbiyah and
Teacher Training Faculty of Syekh Nurjati State Islamic Institute Cirebon in

Partial Fulfilment of the Requirements of an Undergraduate Degree

NAZILATURROHMAH

Reg. Number: 2008103009

ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING DEPARTMENT
TARBIYAH AND TEACHER TRAINING FACULTY
SYEKH NURJATI STATE ISLAMIC INSTITUTE CIREBON

2023/2024



FOSTERING LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY THROUGH CEFR-
BASED DIGITAL NARRATIVES FOR JUNIOR HIGH
SCHOOL: A DEEP DIVE INTO GUNUNG JATT’S “PUSER
BUMI FOLKLORE”

A THESIS
Submitted to the English Language Teaching Department of Tarbiyah and
Teacher Training Faculty of Syekh Nurjati State Islamic Institute Cirebon in

Partial Fulfilment of the Requirements of an Undergraduate Degree

NAZILATURROHMAH

Reg. Number: 2008103009

ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING DEPARTMENT
TARBIYAH AND TEACHER TRAINING FACULTY
SYEKH NURJATI STATE ISLAMIC INSTITUTE CIREBON

2023/2024



ABSTRACT

Nazilaturrohmah. 2008013009. Fostering Language Proficiency Through
CEFR-BASED Digital Narratives for Junior High School: A Deep Dive into
Gunung Jati’s “Puser Bumi Folklore”

Since 2004, Indonesia has undergone four curriculum changes. However, data
shows a sharp Since 2004, Indonesia has undergone four curriculum changes.
However, data shows a sharp decline in the English Language Proficiency Index
(EPI) over the past 11 years, which is also followed by a decline in literacy,
numeracy and science indices according to PISA, PIRLS and TIMSS versions.
According to the literature, this decline is due to the use of outdated ELT pedagogy.
Therefore, this study aims to develop a digital learning resource with an innovative
approach for grade 8 students, in the form of Gunung Jati's folklore that is close to
students' lives in Cirebon. These stories are curated based on their respective CEFR
levels, using differentiated learning and student-centered approaches. To facilitate
critical and reflective thinking, the researcher used emotion reading as a learning
tool. The study adopted a qualitative approach, mainly R&D (Research and
Development) methodotogy. The research findings show that the use of digital
media in teaching narrative text is considered practical and interesting, and
encourages students' enthusiasm for learning. However, despite its proven benefits,
teachers are still hesitant to adopt this new approach and prefer traditional teaching
methods. Meanwhile, students are increasingly: interested in exploring new and
innovative ways of learning beyond traditional classroom practices. Overall, the
importance of implementing innovative iearning strategies to improve the quality
of education in Indonesia must'be supported by the provision of adequate facilities
in schools as well as the optimism'of teachers to try new things in the learning
process to succeed. By incorporating new and diverse approaches in teaching and
learning, educators can provide students with better knowledge, skills and
competencies to face an increasingly complex and interconnected world.

Keyword: Digital learning, Innovative approach, Education quality, Curriculum
changes, and ELT pedagogy
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