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Abstract
To uncover the implicit meanings expressed through symbolic language in literary works
such as novels, a specific study or approach is required, for instance, a semiotic analysis. In
Najib Mahfouz's novel "Qalbu al-Lail," cultural values and signs can be examined using
Ferdinand De Saussure's semiotic analysis. This research aims to analyze the semiotic forms
of Ferdinand De Saussure, focusing on the aspects of the signifier and the signified, and relate
them to the cultural values in the novel "Qalbu al-Lail” by Najib Mahfouz. The method used
is descriptive qualitative. The research data were obtained from text excerpts in the novel
"Qalbu al-Lail" by Najib Mahfouz. Data collection was conducted using the observation
method. The research results indicate that in the novel "Qalbu al-Lail,” 56 excerpts contain
Ferdinand De Saussure's semiotic aspects of the signifier and the signified. Additionally, nine
excerpts containing cultural values were found, which are grouped into four relationship
patterns: (1) cultural values in the relationship between humans and God, (2) cultural values
in the relationship between humans and society, (3) cultural values in the relationship
between humans and others, and (4) cultural values in the relationship between humans and
themselves. The conclusion of this research is that the novel "Qalbu al-Lail" showcases
Saussure's semiotic concepts and presents a humber of cultural values related to human
relationships in various contexts.

Keywords: Semiotics, Ferdinand De Saussure, Signifier-Signified, and Cultural Values
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