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Geoffrey leech said in his book entitled “Semantic The Study Of Meaning”
shall break down 'meaning’ in its widest sense into seven different ingredients,
giving primary import. nce to logical meaning or (as | shall prefer to call it)
Conceptual Meaning, the type of meaning | was discussing earlier in connection
with 'semantic com- petence'. The six other types I shall consider are connotative
meaning, social meaning, affective meaning, reflected meaning, collocative mean-
ning, and thematic meaning (Geoffrey Leech 1974, 1981).

Conceptual Meaning) u,m\.d.\ s
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Conceptual meaning (sometimes called 'denotative’ or ‘cognitive’ meaning)
is widely assumed to be the central factor in linguistic communi- cation, and | think
it can be shown to be integral to the essential functioning of language in a way that
other types of meaning are not (which is not to say that conceptual meaning is the
most important element of every act of linguistic communication). My chief reason
for assigning priority to conceptual meaning is that it has a complex and
sophisticated organization of a kind which may be compared with, and cross-
related to, similar organization on the syntactic and phonological levels of
language. In particular. 1 would like to point to two structural principles that seem
to lie at the basis of all linguistic patterning: the principle of contrastiveness and
the principle of structure.



(Conceptual meaning, denotative meaning and cognitive meaning are other
terms for conceptual meaning. A dictionary has a specific definition of a word and
represents an underlying idea or concept. Conceptual meanings are relatively
stable and consistent across contexts).
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More of what is distinctive about conceptual meaning will appear when we
contrast it with connotative meaning. Connotative meaning is the communicative
value an expression has by virtue of what it refers to, over and above its purely
conceptual content. To a large extent, the notion of 'reference’ overlaps with
conceptual meaning. If the word woman is defined conceptually by three features

(+human, male, + adult), then the three properties ‘human’, 'adult’, and ‘female’
must provide a criterion of the correct use of that word.

A second fact which indicates that connotative meaning is peripheral
compared with conceptual meaning is that connotations are relatively un- stable:
that is, they vary considerably, as we have seen, according to culture, historical
period, and the experience of the individual.
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(Connotative Meaning or extra meaning refers to emotional or cultural
associations that go beyond the denotative meaning of a word. This interaction may
vary between individuals or communities and may be positive negative or neutral.
Thus the meaning of a quoted word can be characteristic of any context).
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(The aspect of social meaning has to do with the social relations roles and
power structures that are expressed through language. It includes how language
reflects social norms attitudes and hierarchies).
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From this it is only a small step to the consideration of how language
reflects the personal feelings of the speaker, including his attitude to the listener,
or his
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attitude to something he is talking about. affective meaning, as this sort of meaning
can be called, is often explicitly conveyed through the conceptual or connotative
content of the words used. Someone who is addressed: "You're a vicious tyrant and
a villainous reprobate, and | hate you for it!" is left in little doubt as to the feelings
of the speaker towards him. But there are less direct ways of disclosing our attitude
than this.

Affective meaning is largely a parasitic category in the sense that to express
our emotions we rely upon the mediation of other categories of meaning conceptual,
connotative, or stylistic. Emotional expression through style comes about, for
instance, when we adopt an impolite tone to express displeasure (as in (4) above),
or when we adopt a casual tone to express friendliness. On the other hand, there
are elements of language (chiefly interjections, like Aha! and Yippee!) whose chief
function is to express emotion. When we use these, we communicate feelings and
attitudes without the mediation of any other kind of semantic function.

(Affective meaning refers to the emotional or attitudinal associations of a
word or phrase. Emotions or feelings can be expressed with nuanced words).

(Reflected Meaning) u»&:u'ﬁﬂ s e
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Reflected Meaning is the meaning which arises in cases of multiple
conceptual meaning, when one sense of a word forms part of our response to
another sense. On hearing, in a church service, the synony- mous expressions The
Comforter and The Holy Ghost, both referring to the Third Person of the Trinity, I
find my

reactions to these terms con- ditioned by the everyday non-religious meanings of
comfort and ghost. The Comforter sounds warm and comforting' (although in the
religious context, it means 'the strengthener or supporter’), while The Holy Ghost
sounds awesome.
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(Reflected meaning is an aspect of meaning produced when a word or
expression is used in a particular context and reflects the subjective attitude
emotion or belief of the speaker. The meaning is indicated or implied by the context
in which the word is used).
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Collocative Meaning consists of the associations a word acquires on

account of the meanings of words which tend to occur in its environment. Pretty
and handsome share common ground in the meaning ‘good-looking’, but may be

distinguished by the range of nouns with which they are likely to co-occur or (to
use the linguist's term).

(Collocative Meaning, it is a type of meaning associated to the tendency of
certain words to appear together or to be connected with other words in the
language. In other words collocational meaning refers to special forms of word
combinations that tend to form words that can convey information and meanings
beyond the individual meanings of the words themselves).
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Thematic meaning, the final category of meaning | shall attempt to
distinguish is thematic meaning, or what is communicated by the way in which a
speaker or writer organizes the message, in terms of ordering, focus, and emphasis.
It is often felt, for example, that an active sentence such as (1) has a different

meaning from its passive equivalent (2), although in conceptual content they seem
to be the same.

(Tematick meaning in the Reach framework is about how the words and
elements in a sentence are arranged to show the central theme or topic of the
sentence. Focus on how words take on roles such as topic and prosody to establish
the flow and structure of information in a sentence).
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Associative meaning contains so many imponderable factors that it can be
studied systematically only by approximative statistical techniques. In effect,
Osgood, Suci and Tannenbaum proposed a method for a partial analysis of



associative meaning when they published their ambitiously titled book The
Measurement of Meaning in 1957. Osgood and his co- authors devised a technique
(involving a statistical measurement device, the Semantic Differential) for plotting
meaning in

terms of a multi- dimensional semantic space, using as data speakers' judgements
recorded in terms of seven-point scales. The scales are labelled by contrasting
adjective pairs, such as happy-sad, hard-soft, slow-fast.

dntended and Interpreted Meaning) it salls 5e2all el .9
o ggd i) Akl LTl ) e 5guaill sl gn 5gaaall salls

Pl Jo AV pale¥l Al )l Gl te o) o meadd 4SS (o
e S oy gl s Ui Ltls Sla O sa dend) Glald
S o eetldll sl B O] LAY ol e ealill Al
N o e sl SUE g G L d o2 Gl W LaS” ¢ o]l

t sk Yl gally il

dor 3 ekl oy (Y

Intended and interpreted meaning it may be wondered why | have avoided
making a distinction between the intended meaning, that which is in the mind of the
speaker when he is framing his message, and the interpreted meaning, or that which
is conveyed to the mind of the listener when he receives the message. | have equated
meaning in its broad sense with ‘communicative effect'.
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