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ABSTRAK

Isnaeni EImi Maulidah. NIM 2108301056 Sejarah, Desain
Arsitektur, dan Fungsi Gedung Birao di Tegal (1913-1942).
SKRIPSI. Jurusan Sejarah Peradaban Islam. UIN Siber Syekh
Nurjati Cirebon. 2026.

Penelitian ini mengkaji Sejarah, Desain Arsitektur, dan
Fungsi Gedung Birao di Tegal sebagai salah satu bangunan
peninggalan perkeretaapian kolonial. Selama ini Gedung Birao
lebih dikenal masyarakat sebagai bangunan bersejarah yang
memiliki kemiripan dengan Lawang Sewu di Semarang, namun
informasi mengenai sejarah, fungsi awal, dan karakteristik
arsitekturnya masih relatif terbatas. Penelitian ini bertujuan
menjelaskan sejarah, desain arsitekturnya, serta menganalisis
fungsinya dalam sistem perkeretaapian kolonial pada periode
1913-1942.

Metode penelitian ini menggunakan pendekatan sejarah
dengan tahapan heuristik, Kbitiky sumber, interpretasi, dan
historiografi. Data diperoleh melalui arsip, dokumen, literatur
ilmiah, dokumentasi visual, serta wawancara. Keterbatasan arsip
yang secara khusus membahas Gedung Birao diatasi melalui
penelusuran sumber-sumber yang berkaitan dengan Semarang-
Cheribon Stoomtram (SCS), perkembangan perkeretaapian
kolonial, dan kondisi fisik bangunan.

Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa Gedung Birao
dibangun pada awal abad ke-20 sebagai kantor administrasi
Semarang-Cheribon Stoomtram (SCS) di Tegal. Keberadaannya
berkaitan dengan perkembangan jaringan perkeretaapian kolonial
di wilayah Pantai Utara Jawa. Dari aspek arsitektur, Gedung Birao
merupakan karya Henri Maclaine Pont yang memperlihatkan
perpaduan unsur arsitektur Eropa dengan penyesuaian terhadap
iklim tropis melalui bentuk bangunan, sistem ventilasi, dan tata
ruangnya. Pada periode 1913-1942 tidak hanya berfungsi sebagai
kantor administrasi, tetapi juga sebagai pusat koordinasi
operasional perkeretaapian SCS di wilayah Tegal dan sekitarnya.
Keberadaan bangunan ini menunjukkan posisi strategis Kota
Tegal dalam sistem transportasi dan ekonomi kolonial di Pantai
Utara Jawa.

Kata kunci: Gedung Birao, arsitektur kolonial, perkeretaapian,
Kota Tegal.



ABSTRACT

Isnaeni EImi Maulidah. NIM 2108301056. History, Design
of the Architecture, and function of the Birao Building in Tegal
(1913-1942). SKRIPSI. Department of Islamic Civilization
History. UIN Siber Syekh Nurjati Cirebon. 2026.

This research examines the History, Architectural Design,
and Function of the Birao Building in Tegal as a colonial railway
heritage building. The Birao Building is better known to the public
as a historic building with similarities to Lawang Sewu in
Semarang. However, information regarding its history, initial
function, and architectural charactheristics remains relatively
limited.

This research aims to explain history of the Birao
Building, identify its architectural design, and analyze its function
within the colonial railway system from 1913 to 1942. This
research method uses a historical approach with heuristic stages,
source criticism, interpretation, ‘and historiography, based on
archives, documents, scientific literature, visual documentation,
and interviews with archivist. Thé*limitations of the archives are
overcome through the contdkt 'of the Semarang-Cheribon
Stoomtram railway and the relationship of the building space with
its surrounding environment.

The research results show that the Birao Building was
built around early 20™ century as the administrative office of the
Semarang-Cheribon Stoomtram Maatsxhappij (SCS) in Tegal. The
existence of this building is closely related to the development of
the colonial railway network that supported the distrivution of
commodities and community mobility in the North Coast of Java.
From an architecturetural aspect, the Birao Building is the work
of Henri Maclaine Pont which displays a blend of European
architectural elements with adaptations to the tropical climate
through the building in the period 1913-1942 was not only as an
administrative office, but also as an operational coordination
center that supported the management of the SCS railway network
in the Tegal area and its surroundings. The existence of the Birao
Building indicates the strategic position of the Tegal city in the
colonial transportation and economic system on the North Coast
of Java.

Keywords: Birao Building, colonial architecture, railway, Tegal City.
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