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ABSTRAK

ACHMAD BADAWIL. NIM: 2285160016, “DIMENSI TASAWUF DALAM
PERTUNJUKAN WAYANG KULIT CIREBON”

Penelitian ini dilatarbelakangi oleh pentingnya pengungkapan dimensi tasawuf yang terkandung
dalam makna simbolik pertunjukan Wayang Kulit Cirebon, yang selama ini lebih sering dipahami
sebatas seni hiburan dan tradisi budaya. Wayang Kulit Cirebon sesungguhnya memuat ajaran
tasawuf yang terepresentasi melalui simbol, lakon, dan unsur pertunjukan sebagai media
internalisasi nilai-nilai spiritual Islam yang berpadu dengan budaya lokal. Penelitian ini bertujuan
untuk mengkaji dimensi tasawuf yang terdapat dalam makna simbolik pertunjukan Wayang Kulit
Cirebon serta memahami bagaimana simbol-simbol tersebut dimaknai sebagai perjalanan spiritual
manusia menuju Tuhan. Penelitian ini menggunakan pendekatan kualitatif dengan metode
hermeneutik fenomenologi, melalui observasi pertunjukan, wawancara dengan dalang dan
masyarakat, serta analisis simbolik terhadap unsur-unsur pertunjukan. Hasil penelitian
menunjukkan bahwa dimensi tasawuf dalam Wayang Kulit Cirebon tercermin dalam simbol tata
letak pertunjukan, alur lakon, tokoh, unsur visual, dan irama yang merepresentasikan konsep-
konsep tasawuf seperti tauhid, takhalli, tahalli, tajalli, jihad al-nafs, mahabbah. Simbol-simbol
tersebut membentuk narasi perjalanan batin manusia dari kesadaran fitrah, proses penyucian jiwa,
hingga kepasrahan total kepada Allah. Simpulan penelitian ini menegaskan bahwa Wayang Kulit
Cirebon memiliki dimensi tasawuf yang kuat dan berfungsi sebagai media dakwah kultural serta
pendidikan spiritual melalui pemaknaan simbolik yang bersifat reflektif dan kontemplatif.

Kata Kunci: Tasawuf, Wayang Kulit, Simbol Spiritual, Cirebon



ABSTRACT

ACHMAD BADAWI. Student ID: 2285160016, “SUFI DIMENSIONS IN THE CIREBON
WAYANG KULIT PERFORMANCE”

This study is motivated by the importance of uncovering the Sufi dimensions embedded in the
symbolic meanings of the Cirebon Wayang Kulit performance, which has often been understood
merely as a form of entertainment and cultural tradition. In fact, Cirebon Wayang Kulit contains
Sufi teachings represented through symbols, narratives, and performance elements as a medium
for internalizing Islamic spiritual values integrated with local culture. This study aims to examine
the Sufi dimensions reflected in the symbolic meanings of the Cirebon Wayang Kulit performance
and to understand how these symbols are interpreted as a representation of the human spiritual
journey toward God. This research employs a qualitative approach using a hermeneutic
phenomenological method, conducted through performance observation, interviews with
puppeteers and community members, and symbolic analysis of performance elements. The findings
reveal that the Sufi dimensions in Cirebon Wayang Kulit are reflected in the spatial arrangement
of the performance, narrative structure, characters, visual elements, and musical rhythm, which
represent Sufi concepts such as tawhid, takhalli, tahalli, tajalli, jihad al-nafs, mahabbah. These
symbols construct a narrative of the human inner journey from the awareness of primordial nature
(fitrah), through the process of spiritual purification, to total submission to God. The conclusion
of this study affirms that Cirebon Wayang Kulit possesses a strong Sufi dimension and functions
as a medium of cultural da‘wah and spiritual education through reflective and contemplative
symbolic interpretation.

Keywords: Sufism, Shadow Puppet, Spiritual Symbols, Cirebon
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