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Maya Nurazizah. 1708103055. Becoming Autonomous English Language 

Learners in the 21st Century: A Literature Review. 

ABSTRACT 

 One of the 21st-century skills is shaping student autonomy. Student 

autonomy is a student who acts bravely and is responsible for his learning with 

specific learning strategies, and students can control themselves over their 

weaknesses in learning and outside interference so that learning outcomes are 

good. This study was conducted to analyze the needs of students in the 21st 

century so that students can prepare themselves and know how to become 

successful students. This study aims to determine the need for autonomy of 

students in the 21st century. The researcher uses a qualitative case study approach. 

Data for analysis were collected from a critical literature review. The focus 

mentioned in previous research is specifically directed at the needs of language 

learners. This study explains how to become autonomous language learners in the 

21st century and to know the needs for the autonomy of language learners in the 

21st century. The result is that to become independent learners, English learners 

must have self-assessment, self-concept, self-control, self-efficacy, and self-

initiative attitude. In each of its characteristics, several things must be achieved to 

be called an independent learner. The need to have self-assessment, students must 

first determine self-competence, assessment criteria, and the format they want to 

use. The need to have a self-concept, namely experience, acceptance of the 

environment, self-image, and self-actualization. The need to have self-control is 

introspection and the ability to suppress impulsive behaviour. The need for self-

efficacy, interest and motivation, experience, and observation of others. The need 

to have initiative is to develop a mind and dare to try. 

Keyword : 21st Century skills, Autonomous Learners, English Learners . 
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“Semua hal yang ditakdirkan untukmu akan 

datang tepat pada waktunya. Tidak terlalu cepat 

dan juga lambat tetapi waktunya datang ketika 

kamu sudah siap.” 
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